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The Opunake community 
has come to the rescue of 
Everybodys Cinema which 
faced an $18,000 repair bill 
following a projector failure. 

Aretha Macadam of the 
Everybodys Theatre Society 
said thanks to community 
fundraising they now have 
the $20,000 needed to 
fix up the projector. The 
fundraising campaign will 
continue as they still need 
to cover the $2500 a month 
in fixed costs needed to keep 
things going, whether they 
are open or not.

Aretha says they are unsure 
as to when they will be able 
to reopen.

“At this stage we are able 
to order the parts, but we are 
waiting for them to arrive. 
We’ve been informed one of 
the parts could be up to 12 
weeks,” says Aretha.

The first sign of trouble was 
at the February 26 screening.

“That wasn’t too major. 
Just a bit of a flicker,” says 
Aretha. “On the Friday 
we had problems come up 
again. Saturday morning 
was fine but Saturday night 
it was major, and on Sunday 
the First of March it just 

Community throws lifeline to local theatre
wouldn’t start at all.”

It was announced that 
movies would be cancelled 
until further notice. Among 
the casualties was a pre-
season showing and Q & 
A session of the movie No 
Tears on the Field which 
follows female rugby 
players from the Southern 
and Clifton Rugby clubs.

Aretha says Everybodys 
had had that projector since 
about 2014. She had been 
informed that about 80 per 
cent of the projectors in the 
world are of that style.

On March 11 Aretha 
and Everybodys Theatre 
Incorporated Society 
president Kim Gatenby 
were at the Taranaki 
Coastal Community Board 
meeting in Oaonui with a 
late application for $5000 
from the board’s Local 
Discretionary Fund.

  “We are in an urgent 
situation because of the 
catastrophic failure of our 
projector,” Aretha said. “I’m 
not sure where we are at, at 
the moment.”

They were facing an 
$18000 repair bill.

 “We’re looking at another 

$2000 a month in fixed costs. 
We need the income to keep 
going.”

Even before the problems 
with the projector they had 
been losing money anyway 
and had to increase their 
ticket prices because they 
were no longer sustainable.

“It reflects what’s been 
happening through the 
country,” she said.

“We pay the distributor a 
set fee to get a movie and on 
top of that we have to pay a 
percentage.”

Aretha cited the effects of 
Covid and people getting out 

of the habit of going to the 
movies, as well as the effects 
of the Hollywood Writers’ 
strike and a poor choice 
of movies being available. 
Nevertheless they had had 
some success in getting 
people back to the movies, 
she said.  Everybodys 
continued to be an integral 
part of Opunake and played 
a part in drawing people into 
town.

She said private bookings 
played a big part in keeping 
the theatre afloat and they 
already had to cancel four 
bookings from district 

schools.
In answer to a question 

she said they tend to avoid 
showing R-rated movies. 
She was asked how far 
advanced they are with 
bookings. About 6-8 weeks, 
she said.

The board voted to grant 
$2000.

Aretha says the Community 
Board grant seeded a 
community fund raising 
effort that raised the funds to 
fix the projector.

Aretha Macadam with the movie projector in need of repair.

Everybodys Theatre.
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The Theatre Society is 
continuing to raise funds, 
with raffl es at CoastalCare, 
Farmsource and Opunake 
Four Square. They are 
still collecting for their 
Garage Sale on April 
4 and items can still be 
dropped off at CoastalCare  

Community throws lifeline to local theatre
watching The Mountain 
here.

“We tell everybody who’s 
interested that if they are in 
Opunake they have got to 
see the movie theatre,” says 
Pauline.

Everybodys Theatre is 
located in a building that 
was originally a grocery 
store and later converted 
into a picture theatre, with 

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm 
or at Everybodys Theatre 
Saturday March 21 9am-
midday or Sunday March 
29 11.30am-12.30pm. There 
will be more raffl es in April 
as well as culled cows and 
quiz fundraising nights at 
Surf Inn.

“Thank you, thank you, 
thank you for being an 
amazing community,” says 

Aretha.
If there is any money left 

over it will be placed in 
a savings account, if they 
ever need money for repairs 
again.

Among those pleased to 
hear the money had been 
raised were Auckland 
visitors Steve and Pauline 
Pedersen who happened to 
be passing by the theatre.

“We come down here quite 
often, about two to three 
times a year,” said Pauline. 
“We’d lined up what we 
wanted to see and were very 
upset when we saw all the 
cancelled signs.” They had 
been looking forward to No 
Tears on the Field and Holy 
Days (even though they had 
seen it before). Steve says 
they had earlier enjoyed 

the fi rst movie being shown 
in 1921. It was later bought 
by Boss Whiting who passed 
it on to his son Bruce. When 
Bruce retired in 1980 the 
community banded together 
to buy the theatre. Apart 
from a period from 2012-
15 when it was closed for 
earthquake strengthening, it 
has been run by volunteers 
ever since.

Kia ora,
I write in response to 

recent letters supporting the 
ongoing military actions by 
the United States and Israel 
against both Iran and the 
Palestinian people. Such 
positions overlook serious 
and widely documented 
concerns under international 
law and humanitarian 
principles.

International 
law must 
be applied 
consistently

With respect to Iran, a 
growing number of legal 
experts and analysts have 
concluded that recent United 
States–Israeli strikes lack 
lawful justifi cation under 
the UN Charter. There has 
been no clear evidence of an 
imminent armed attack that 
would meet the threshold for 
self-defence, nor has there 
been authorisation from the 
United Nations Security 
Council. As such, these 
actions risk constituting 
a prohibited use of force 
— what international law 
defi nes as aggression — 

thereby further eroding an 
already fragile global legal 
order.

Turning to Palestine, 
the situation is even more 
stark. In the occupied West 
Bank, there has been a 
sharp escalation in house 
demolitions, land seizures, 
and violence against 
Palestinian civilians.

United Nations reporting 
indicates that thousands 
of Palestinian homes 
and structures have been 
demolished over time, with 
permits almost impossible 
for Palestinians to obtain, 
leading to widespread 
displacement and a 
deepening humanitarian 
crisis.

More recent reporting 
shows entire communities 
being uprooted, with tens 
of thousands displaced and 

increasing settler violence 
occurring with little 
accountability.

At the same time, the 
devastation in Gaza has 
reached catastrophic levels.

Senior United Nations 
offi cials have described 
the situation as one of 
“wholesale destruction,” 
with the collapse of essential 
infrastructure and the 
widespread devastation of 
civilian life.

Human rights organisations 
have further warned that 
the scale and pattern of 
destruction may amount 
to war crimes, including 
the wanton destruction 
of civilian property and 
collective punishment.

In this context, it is essential 
to reaffi rm that Palestinians, 
as a people living under 
prolonged occupation, 

possess the right to self-
determination and, under 
international law, a right 
to resist that occupation. 
Ignoring this reality distorts 
the nature of the confl ict 
and obscures the structural 
conditions that give rise to 
repeated cycles of violence.

Equally important are 
the historical rights of 
Palestinians, including the 
right of return for those 
displaced from their homes. 
These are not abstract 
claims, but internationally 
recognised principles that 
remain central to any just 
and lasting peace.

Finally, it is necessary to 
acknowledge the ideological 
and political support that 
enables these policies, 
including from segments 
of Christian Zionist 
movements. Such support 

has too often provided 
moral and political cover 
for actions that result in 
dispossession, displacement, 
and large-scale human 
suffering.

Faith should never be 
invoked to approve of 
injustice.

If international law is to 
have any meaning, it must 
be applied consistently — 
not selectively.

Upholding the rights 
of all people, including 
Palestinians and those 
affected by unlawful uses of 
force, is not optional; it is the 
foundation of any credible 
plan to establish a lasting 
peace.

Ngaa mihi,
Rob Ritchie

Opunake
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Meet Our Team 
Sue Goble  

Administrator & Funeral Assistant  
Born and raised here in South Taranaki Sue has a 
dedicated passion for the community she calls 
home. Having started her working life in farming, 
the backbone of our community she loves the 
heartland that is South Taranaki. 
Serving her community in business for over thirty 
years has enabled her to support and care for 
many of you over that time.  
Sue loves and is dedicated to her new role which 
still enables her to support and care for her  
community as a valued member of staff. 

Back in 2023 Adelphos 
penned an article entitled 
“Expectations” in the July 
13, 2023 edition that is in 
our paper’s archives. Seems 
like yesterday! I wrote, “I 
sometimes pass an empty 
section while out walking. 

 Expectancy
and friends are expecting to 
get together and are making 
holiday plans. Other hopeful 
expectations for 2026 are 
that dairy farmers’ butter fat 
prices will continue to rise 
as in 2025 and that Dave 
Rennie will do well as the 
new All Blacks coach.  

Jesus’ Easter resurrection 
and His Second Coming 

remind us of the expectation 
of our own bodily 
resurrection. And mixed 
with this great expectation 
is an increasing anticipation 
of Maranatha, which is an 
Aramaic word that has two 
special meanings.  The fi rst 
is said as maran atha which 
means Our Lord has come. 
The second is pronounced 

as marana tha which is a 
prayerful plea for Our Lord 
to come again. This is a one-
word prayer Christians have 
prayed since the fi rst century 
anticipating the Second 
Coming of Jesus. Marana 
tha holds a sense of heartfelt 
yearning for His return, just 
as He promised (John 14:2-
3; Matthew 24:27). 

We live in an impatient 
5G age of instant AI and 
Googled answers.  Yet, 
believers are   patiently 
waiting for Jesus’ return. 
Our Lord gave us multiple 
parables and accounts, 
too long to elaborate  in 
this short article where he 
repeatedly said that He will 
come at an unexpected time, 
and, that many will sadly 
ignore His advice through 
indifference or saying that 
He is taking too long. These 
eternal words still caution 
us today, “So you must also 
be ready, because the Son of 
Man [Jesus] will come at an 
hour when you do not expect 
him.” (Matthew 24:44, 
NIV).  

Jesus will come again 
because of His Easter 
resurrection victory over 
death. We are still patiently 
waiting, expecting and 
praying Maranatha—Even 
so, come Lord Jesus!   

Maranatha,
Adelphos

There used to be an old 
shed on the site until it was 
demolished three years ago. 
When I pass that section, 
I’m still wondering what 
will be built on it. I have 
an expectancy that it will 
be affordable housing.”  So 

what has happened to that 
empty section since then? 
Absolutely nothing. I’m still 
waiting after six years. 

The word expectation 
is defi ned as, “hope or 
anticipation that something 
especially pleasant will 
happen” (Concise Oxford 
Dictionary). During the 
Easter holidays families 
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OPUNAKE SERVICE STATION
108 Tasman Street, Opunake

WE ARE OPEN
Monday to Saturday 7am-7pm

Sunday 8am - 6pm

�rewood, kindling, coal avaliable in store

We have plenty of stock 
and are still pumping!

Easter messages
Easter is approaching and here in New Zealand we still 

celebrate it, but for many especially the emerging generations 
the historical reason is not known. So, whatever your beliefs 
let us tell our young the real story of Jesus Christ, a great 
story of Love, hope and mercy celebrated for over 2000 
years by Christians all around the world. 

Christ came from Heaven to earth to show us the way – 
how to live well and love one another. On Good Friday we 
remember that he lay his life down on a cross to pay for all 
our sin that we would be free from the penalty of our self-
centred ways, free from guilt and shame. On Easter Sunday 
he rose from the dead bringing the greatest news of hope for 
humanity not only providing us with the power to love well 
but for believers’ assurance that life on this earth is not the 
end. One day we will see him face to face as we enter eternal 
life.

My prayer is that this Easter amongst all the fun of family 
get togethers, easter egg hunts and chocolate there will be a 
time when all can tell, refl ect and embrace the hope of this 
great love story. Our world needs it more than anything!

Jennie McCullough
Mission Enabler Opunake Cooperating Parish

 We all have our own view of the world, what truth is, and 
what’s right and wrong.  Jesus is universally recognised as a 
great teacher of how to see the world truly.  Easter remembers 
the two key events of his life.  

   The fi rst is the historical fact of his cruel death by 
crucifi xion on Good Friday.  It reminds us that if someone 
is challenging our prejudices, our self-centredness, our 
materialism, our rejection of God, and the ways we hold on 
to power, we will do our best to eliminate their voice rather 
than be open to change.

   The second is the subversive rumour of his resurrection on 
Easter Sunday.  If it is true, as Jesus’ followers have always 
claimed, then we know for sure, starting now and lasting 
forever, that life wins over death, hope wins over despair, 
forgiveness wins over revenge, love conquers hate, and that 
we have all found our way back to God.

   This Easter, happy contemplating your world-view!   
Paul

St Barnabas
    

Jesus, God’s only son came into this world when most people’s hearts were far from 
God and sin was just about as black as could be. As he lived among men, he loved, healed 
and shared God’s message with those who were open to him and those who were not. The 
religious leaders of the day however, rejected him and his message, and one day he was led 
up Calvary’s mountain where he was nailed to a cross.

Suffering anguish, despised and rejected he bore the weight of the world’s sin upon himself 
so that we could be justifi ed freely forever. His death on a cross conquered death and hell 
forever for thosewho believe. The grave could not hold him and when they rolled the stone 
away from the door, they did not understand that he had already risen.

When he appeared again to his followers and spent time with them, their eyes and hearts 
were opened as to the magnitude as to what had happened, and before he ascended he left 
them with the message that he would one day he would come again. From that time on his 
followers began to spread the message about what happened and how everyone could be 
made right in God’s eyes through what his son had done.

The same message continues to be told today throughout the earth. The free gift of salvation 
is available to us all. Will we receive it or reject it?

The Wave Church
Opunake.

On Good Friday April 3, members of Opunake churches 
will combine for the annual Walk of Witness which 
symbolises Jesus carrying his cross to his crucifi xion. 
Assemble at Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Church at 
8.30am the Walk visits each of Opunake’s four churches, 
returning to Our Lady Star of the Sea for a combined 
service.

My Easter preparation is in its early days but already two thoughts are shaping that 
preparation. In our Catholic tradition we are reading Mark’s Gospel. The Gospel tells us that 
Jesus took Peter and James and John up a high mountain and gave them the experience of 
the Transfi guration and then later took the same three disciples with him into the Garden of 
Gethsemani. God the Father and Jesus gave those disciples enlightenment so they could deal 
with the darkness that Jesus’ passion and death would bring, so that they would recognize 
Resurrection, so that they could help their sisters and brothers to recognize Resurrection. God 
the Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit gift us also, so that we will recognize the Resurrection 
that will lift us out of the darkness that we experience, so that we can help our friends and 
neighbours to recognize Resurrection.

The second thought comes from a refl ection by Valerie Shultz. She talks about her struggles 
with judging others and how two sentences broke over her like dawn, like Resurrection, how 
they enlightened her. “Grace is when God gives us something we do not deserve. Mercy is 
when God does not give us what we do deserve”. We acknowledge the gifts of life and love, 
and all those who and all that which, sustains those gifts – Grace. We acknowledge that we 
often take those gifts for granted, that we lack gratitude, that we do not look at others and 
creation with the eye, the insight of Resurrection. We cease to hear Jesus saying, “Father 
forgive them, they do not know what they do” – Mercy.

May the blessing of Easter help you to recognise Resurrection as it enters your life and may 
the mercy you share bring Resurrection to life.

Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Church.
Continued from page 2.

In gastronomic 
proportions

It looks like our sheep 
farting is a major concern 
affecting global warning. Our 
own farting is another issue, 
but we’ll keep that in our 
pants for now.

No one gives a toss about 
what goes on at 30,000 feet.

There are a minimum of 
12,000 passenger jets in 
the air during the week and 
17,000 on weekends. They 
are burning over a million 
barrels of aviation fuel 
every day with an exhaust 
temperature of 1700 degrees 

Celsius.
There are just as many 

freight aircraft and unknown 
military aircraft fl ying. 
Ninety-two million people 
passed through Doha Airport 
in the last 12 months. Why?  
With today’s technology 
there is no valid reason for 
appearing in person. 

All air travellers should 
pay a carbon tax on top of 
their fare-$25-$50 for every 
half hour of fl ight time.

People work all year 

building their castle and 
when they get a break they 
sod off, wasting their money 
in somebody else’s castle. 
Stay home and relax in your 
own castle. Plenty to see 
here.

Now back to the massive 
sheep problem. Millions is 
being spent ying to develop 
food for sheep that reduces 
their farting and as for us, I 
still enjoy Wattie’s Baked 
Beans

Bruce Salisbury
Manaia

Just following 
orders no 
defence

US Ambassador Huckabee, 

proclaiming ‘Eretz’ Israeli 
property rights from the 
Nile to the Euphrates - half 
of Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Syria, 
Lebanon, Turkey, part of 
Egypt - and Rabbi Isser 
Z.Weisberg’s massaging 
Donald J. Trump as ‘the 
non-Jewish messiah chosen 
to establish kingdom over 
all mankind in Jerusalem,’ 
should have alarm bells 
ringing around parliament, 
given our government’s 
regard for stable leadership, 
mental health and 
‘democratic rule of law.’ 

This messianic lunacy is 
not just hustle or theatre; 
it portends World War 
3. It requires demolition 
of Jerusalem’s Dome on 
the rock and explains the 
eschatological savagery 

of Israel’s Genocidal war 
in Gaza. It also explains 
the illegal, reckless, pre-
emptive war against 
‘Islamic theocracy’ in Iran, 
by the Judeo-Christian 
Mafi a, under war criminal 
Netanyahu’s stated 40-year 
regime change plan.

We, the ‘enlightened’ 
west, are being led by 
psychiatric Zionist fanatics 
and, according to the Epstein 
fi les, an aged paedophile. 
Desperately unhealthy men 
taking us full bore to world 
war and what that will mean 
to our pretending otherwise, 
is anyone’s guess.

Whichever way we 
look at it, the genocidal 

Continued on page 5
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war behaviour of Israel’s 
“mowing the lawn” in Gaza, 
their frenzied sadism in the 
occupied territories, semi-
legalised rape in prisons 
and ‘double-tap’ war of 
attrition on Iran using the 
blackmailed American fi st, 
is by every description, 
Fascist. 

Euro-supremacist or 
religio-extremist doesn’t 
matter; their behaviour is 
patently Fascist. 

This, in the very week 
Spanish Ambassador 
to Aotearoa/NZ Mr. 
Luis Sánchez-Vellisco 
celebrated the memory of 
NZ volunteers who fought 
against Fascism in the 
Spanish Civil War, 1936-39; 
to have NZ’s ‘best friends’ 
Israel and the United States 
exhibiting exactly the same 
war behaviour in West Asia, 
makes all defi nition of irony 
and hypocrisy obsolete. 

There are so many spokes 
to this wheel of madness 
racing us toward the abyss, 
but for NZ, the lessons of 
Nuremberg are clear: “just 
following orders’ is no 
defence. 

Roger Morris
Oeo

In defence of 
seabed mining

Debbie Ngarewa-Packer 
and her Te Pati Maori 
cohorts have destroyed 
the best opportunity for 
South Taranaki to clean up 
our coastline. From 1970 
till 1981 Japan mined off 
our coast taking out the 
ironsands, silicas and other 
toxic minerals, and within 
10 years the marine growth 
returned, making it the best 
area off the Patea/Waverley 
coast for kai.

Today all our sewage 
is poured into the South 
Taranaki Bight raw. No UV 
treatment or microfi ltering. 
Our shellfi sh and crayfi sh 
feed on it.

Instead of saying “no” to 
seabed mining they should 
be saying “yes,” and we will 
have half the royalties paid 
by the miners, which will 
amount to millions of dollars 
that could be put into coastal 
recovery and preservation.

There’s also the many 
jobs created to support the 
operation.

I live in Manaia and when 

I fl ush my solids down the 
toilet I sing a little jingle.

Bye Bye Bye.
You’re on your way to 

Aussie.
I hope you like the move.
You’re on your way to 

Aussie.
To join my other poos.
That’s something to 

consider while sitting on your 
pan. Happy Movements. I 
mean Moments

Bruce Salisbury
Manaia.

Trump 
deserves 
nothing

 Of course President would 
still think he deserves the 
Nobel Prize. So my question 
to his (illegible) followers, 
knowing there’s quite a few 
around, what has he done 
to really deserve such an 
award. To me he has done 
absolutely completely and 
utterly nothing  at all.

Since becoming president 
for the second time to me 
anything he’s really done 
is to upset many political 
leaders around the world by 
trying to take land off them 
because he wants minerals to 
upgrade America’s defence 
force and dictate to them 
that he should be running 
their country, while his 
communist friend Vladimir 
Putin still thinks he can take 

over Ukraine, also for their 
minerals.

I cannot wait to see the 
day when fi nally Donald 
Trump and his Republican 
Party is fi nally defeated for 
good by the Democratic 
Party. (illegible) also that 
(illegible) attempts have 
been made on Trump’s 
life , but if I’m not too 
wrong, someone (illegible) 

Continued from page 4.

(illegible) the Republican 
Party (illegible) dislikes 
him could assassinate 
him without him knowing 
despite how  much security 
that’s around all the time 
and a message to our kiwi 
followers of Donald Trump 
maybe they could pack up 
and join Trump in America 
for good.

 Very similar to our PM 

– he’s like Trump and 
real (illegible) he’ had no 
political experience as our 
PM any get (illegible) he is 
(illegible) by his  life long 
friend John Key.

Tom Stephens, New 
Plymouth.



OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWSThursday, March 26, 20266     NEWS 

gibsonplumbing
LTD.

Plus! Roofing, Wood Fires and 
other Hea�ng Solu�ons

CERTIFIED
Plumbing, Gasfi�ng and 

Drain Laying

gibson.plumbing@xtra.co.nz
06 761 8757     027 445 7164

11 Tennyson Street, Ōpunakē

0800 22 11 20

pickering.motorsltd@gmail.com

GIFTVOUCHERSAVAILABLE!

VEHICLE VVAVAV LET
SERVRVR ICCE

VEHICLE VALET
SERVICE
$85.00 per hour incl GST

Bookings available Tuesdays or other days on request
Car can be picked up and dropped off for a small fee

FT
HERS
BLE!

GIFTVOUCHEAVAVA AVAV ILAB

(06) 278 4786(06) 278 4786

  Published by Allen & 
Unwin Dream Dealer is 
an intriguing well-written 
autobiography about 
Greg Newbold, tracing 
his eventful life, which 
includes several years 
spent in prison to his life 
as a university lecturer and 
pioneering criminologist. 
The front cover states: 
From prisoner to professor 
– the extraordinary life of 
New Zealand’s leading 
criminologist. The 
298 page book is well-
supported by illustrations 
and photographs.
The opening paragraph 
outlines his arrival at 
Paremoremo security prison 
in November 1975 where 
he has been sentenced to a 
seven and half year term. 
Born in 1951, he is just 
24 years old and already a 
university graduate. He was 
arrested for attempting to 
sell 34 grams of heroin to a 
police informant.
Greg’s childhood was 
happy enough with devoted 
parents (Peter and June), 
but his mother gradually 
descended into alcoholism: 
‘But after the drinking 

Dream Dealer written by Greg Newbold  - a book review
started arguments occurred 
more frequently and grew 
increasingly abusive. 
The marriage was now in 
trouble…’ (page 33).
The family fi rst lived in 
Esmonde Road, North Shore 
near the home of Frank 
Sargeson ‘the father of New 
Zealand literature’ who used 
to stop and speak to them.
A huge shock was June’s 
parents and sister Dianne 
being killed in the Tangiwai 
disaster while travelling 
south to see June’s newly 
born baby Rod.
Upon a shift to Sunrise 
Avenue, Mairangi Bay 
in 1965  Greg attended 
Rangitoto College (third 
form). Tricks in class earned 
him a caning, but on the 
positive side he passed 
School Certifi cate biology 
with a B+, his highest grade. 
However, June was now 
mixing alcohol with her anti-
depressants. In particular, 
‘driving home under the 
infl uence of alcohol and 
pills, started becoming 
dangerous.’ (page 39). 
By 1967 the marriage was 
over and Peter left to join 
his new love interest a much 

younger woman called Diane 
whom he later married. Now 
alone, June deteriorated 
further: ‘… there was Mum, 
head in the gutter, legs up on 
the back seat and completely 
blotto.’ (page 43).
Around this time Greg met 
his fi rst girlfriend Cherry, 
but June didn’t approve: 
‘… one terrible thing she 
did when she was pissed 
one day was to burn all my 
diaries.   … she also burned 
all the beautiful oil and 
acrylic paintings I’d created 
as a child.’ (page 46). There 
were more repercussions, 
he was also beaten up by 
Cherry’s father and also by 
Cherry’s other boyfriend, 
as well as being suspended 
from school (over the 
affair). The suspension was 
eventually revoked and 

Greg was accredited with his 
University Entrance in all 
fi ve subjects he had studied.
With university in mind 
Greg got a job with the New 
Zealand Forestry Service 
(NZFS), which involved 
hunting deer and bush 
maintenance (eg cutting 
tracks, tree planting) as 
a hunter-workman in the 
Southern Ruahines. He 
spent time living in a hut 
with others under very basic 
conditions with scheduled 
leave revolving around 
the Woodville pub and 
too much drinking. After 
witnessing a violent incident 
in the confi nes of the hut, 
Greg resigned to return to 
Auckland and got as job 
(briefl y) as a fi re fi ghter.
He enrolled at Auckland 
University for a Bachelor 
of Arts, majoring in 
anthropology. Returning 
home from a pop festival in 
Australia Greg had secreted 
a few marijuana seeds in his 
camera. With several seeds 
sprouting in baked bean tins 
the police came calling and 
they found these and also 
a small bag of marijuana. 

Jim McLay (later National 
Party leader) was Greg’s 
lawyer and, as a young fi rst 
offender  (aged 16 to 21), 
he was sentenced to time 
(3 months) in a Detention 
Centre. On appeal by McLay 
before the time was up this 
was replaced by Periodic 
Detention.
 Once released in September 
Greg was keen to resume his 
university studies, especially 
sociology a new unit. 
However, with his mother’s 
drinking a disruptive issue he 
left home to go fl atting. By 
the end of 1972 he was just 
one unit short of his degree. 
Cathy, his girlfriend, moved 
in with him. He started to use 
LSD, as well as marijuana. 
Next, he got involved in 
selling buddha sticks (highly 
potent marijuana). Soon, he 
was even injecting morphine 
into his blood vessels. He 
encountered drug dealer and 
mass murdered Terry Clark. 
“Getting busted was the 
best thing that could have 
happened to me.” (page 
113).
“In 1975 I was arrested 
and sent to jail. That was 
my lucky break.” (page 
115). Greg was caught by 
attempting to sell heroin to a 
police informant.
After time in a remand 
facility, on November 11 
1975 Greg was handcuffed 
to two other prisoners and 
put in a police van bound 
for Paremoremo Prison in 
Auckland. For the next fi ve 
months Greg was locked up 
18 hours a day and, feeling 
stir crazy,  his request for a 
different  wing was allowed. 
He was allowed to continue 
his university studies for 
a Master of Arts (MA). 
His thesis, once completed 
was entitled The Social 
Organisation of Prisons 
(543 pages). Submitted in 
January 1978 the thesis was 
graded A plus and his MA 
was awarded with fi rst class 
honours.
On February 27 1978 he 
was sent to the low security 
prison Hautu Prison camp, 
which has Mount Ruapehu 
as a scenic backdrop.
While there he met Arthur 

Allan Thomas who was 
wrongfully convicted for 
the murder of Harvey 
and Jeanette Crewe. They 
remain good friends.
Aged 29, on July 11 1980 
Greg was on his way to 
Auckland having been 
granted pre-release status. 
The pre-release hostel was 
at Kakariki Avenue. Mt 
Eden. While at the hostel 
Greg enrolled in a university 
paper on criminal law, ran 
a marathon and took up 
boxing. His reintroduction 
into society was greatly 
helped by Associate 
Professor Bill Hodge, an 
American. He worked a 
TEP job then was given 
an offi ce in the Sociology 
Dept to start on his Ph D 
(doctorate) which dealt with 
the history of the maximum 
security prison in New 
Zealand. As background 
he read the 2,800 pages of 
his prison diaries. He wrote 
an autobiography The Big 
Huey (published 1982), 
which became a best seller.
Greg’s PhD draft was 
submitted in July 1986, 
a huge document at 695 
pages. One of his examiners 
said it was the best PhD 
on the subject he’d ever 
read. After graduation 
as Dr Greg Newbold he 
won a lecturer’s position 
at Canterbury University. 
He had many professional 
papers published and 
worked his way up to 
Emeritus Professor, fi nally 
retiring at the age of 69 
(July 2020), a respected 
pioneer in the criminology 
fi eld, having made a 
valuable contribution 
Happily married to Lucy 
in 2012 he now lives in the 
Bay of Plenty.
 Greg concludes, “I’ve had 
a wonderful life and today 
it’s replete with happiness 
and fulfi lment. At 74 I don’t 
think I’ve ever been more 
content.”
 I thoroughly recommend 
this outstanding book 
about a man who overcame 
reverses to make a 
signifi cant contribution to 
New Zealand.
               Rolland McKellar 
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Always read the label. Use only as directed. If symptoms persist, see your healthcare professional. If you are suffering cold and flu symptoms, stay at home and call Healthline on 0800 358 5453 for advice. Vitamins and minerals are supplementary to and not a replacement for a balanced diet. Weight management products should be used 
with a balanced diet and exercise. Limits Apply. The pharmacist reserves the right not to supply when contrary to our professional and ethical obligation. Limits Apply. «Breast milk is best for most babies. Infant formula is a healthy alternative if needed. Limits Apply °The save price advertised is off our EDLP (Everyday Low Price) at the time of 
printing. Not all products or promotions featured are available online. All products subject to Manufacturers Availability. We beat everyone’s prices! At Chemist Warehouse if you find a cheaper price on the exact same item at another New Zealand Retail Store, we will match it and give you 10% off the difference! (Excludes ‘online only’ offers). 

Exact same item means exact same product, with the same packaging and where the product on offer at the other retail store is not clearance or run out stock. Catalogue promotions only available while stocks last. No rain checks, holds, or lay-bys. We reserve the right to correct printing errors.

SALE STARTS: 26TH MARCH 2026 SALE ENDS: 22ND APRIL 2026
MR12984

Radiance Pure Marine Collagen Powder 425g 
Pharmacare New Zealand, Auckland
Radiance Pure Marine Collagen Powder 425g 

20%

$5999
°SAVE $18.00

Thompsons Junior Immunofort  
90 Chewable Tablets  
Homart Pharmaceuticals Pty Ltd, Auckland

35%

$1699
°SAVE $10.00

Eve Wellness Chill Pills 60 Vege Capsules  
BePure Health NZ, Auckland
Eve Wellness Chill Pills 60 Vege Capsules 

20%

$3599
°SAVE $10.00

Faction Labs 100% Pure Creatine  
Monohydrate Raspberry 350g 
Faction Labs Pty Ltd, Auckland

Faction Labs 100% Pure Creatine 
20%

$2499
°SAVE $8.00

Welcare Wearable Electric Breast Pump USB-C 
Rechargeable J A Davey Pty Ltd, Auckland 

20%

9

20%

$7999
°SAVE $20.00

Fluffy In Wash Wonderland Scent Boosters 250g  
Colgate-Palmolive Pty Ltd NZ, Auckland
Fluffy In Wash Wonderland Scent Boosters 250g Fluffy In Wash Wonderland Scent Boosters 250g Fluffy In Wash Wonderland Scent Boosters 250g Fluffy In Wash Wonderland Scent Boosters 250g Fluffy In Wash Wonderland Scent Boosters 250g 

25%

$999
°SAVE $4.00

Olay Super SPF 50 Fluid Moisturiser 50ml  
Diplomat NZ, Auckland

Klorane Anti-Dandruff Shampoo Galangal 400ml  
Healthcare by Douglas Limited, Auckland

$2699
°SAVE $3.00

OPI RapiDry Fuego On-the-Go, Screen-Grab Green 
or Dry And Dash 9ml CS Company NZ Ltd, Auckland

$1699
°SAVE $2.00

Oral B 3D White Luxe Advanced Seal White Strips 14 Pack  
Diplomat NZ, Auckland 

$3499
°SAVE $5.00

Neat Feat Platinum SpandexGel Heel Sleeve Medium or Large  
Neat Feat Products Ltd, Auckland

$1699
°SAVE $3.00

Good Health Viralex Attack 90 Capsules  
Brand Foilo NZ, Auckland

25%

$3999
°SAVE $15.00

NutraLife Magnesium Hi-Zorb 200 Capsules  
Vitaco Health (NZ) Ltd, Auckland

20%

$3199
°SAVE $8.00

Excilor Ultra Fungal Nail Treatment 30ml  
Actor Pharmaceuticals Pty (NZ) Ltd, Auckland
Excilor Ultra Fungal Nail Treatment 30ml 

20%

$4399
°SAVE $11.00

Lipcare brand1

Blistex Range Wilsons Consumer Products, Auckland

$552
FROM

Betta Sleep Mouth Tape 30 Pack  
Betta Sleep Limited, Auckland

20%

$2799
°SAVE $7.00

Burt’s Bees Birthday Cake Lip Balm 4.25g  
Regional Health Limited NZ, Auckland

$749
°SAVE $1.00

Nude By Nature Lacquer Lip Serum Soft Rosette 
VidaCorp NZ, Auckland
Nude By Nature Lacquer Lip Serum Soft Rosette Nude By Nature Lacquer Lip Serum Soft Rosette Nude By Nature Lacquer Lip Serum Soft Rosette Nude By Nature Lacquer Lip Serum Soft Rosette Nude By Nature Lacquer Lip Serum Soft Rosette Nude By Nature Lacquer Lip Serum Soft Rosette Nude By Nature Lacquer Lip Serum Soft Rosette 

$2399
GREAT!

Azzaro The Most Wanted Parfum 100ml

$135.01 OFF RRP†

$10999

Versace Red Jeans Woman 75ml edt

$48.01 OFF RRP†

$3499

OFF RRP† OFF RRP†

$4499
°SAVE $18.00

25%



OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWSThursday, March 26, 20268     NEWS 

Barbara Kuriger MP for Taranaki-King Country

David MacLeod MP for New Plymouth

Carl Bates MP for Whanganui

barbara.kurigermp@parliament.govt.nz
barbarakuriger.national.org.nz/

david.macleodmp@parliament.govt.nz
www.national.org.nz/davidmacleod

Whanganui  ∙  South Taranaki  ∙  Stratford 
carl.batesmp@parliament.govt.nz  ∙  www.national.org.nz/carlbates

Funded by the Parliamentary Serice. Authorised by Barbara Kuriger, Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.

MP for Taranaki-King Country

  www.national.org.nz/carlbates

Your Taranaki MPs are here to help you.

NEW PLYMOUTH

p. 06 759 0105

ELTHAM

p. 06 764 8305

www.schurrireland.co.nz

Fisher Taranaki 
50 Rimu Street, Strandon, New Plymouth
06 758 5068
fisherwindows.co.nz

DAVID MACLEOD MP  
NEW PLYMOUTH

 One of the best things about 
being an MP is getting out 
to visit my electorate. I had 
the pleasure of spending a 
day down the coast and in 
Opunake recently, chatting 
to locals, visiting businesses 
and seeing what’s new. 
 It was great to see the 
success of small businesses 
like Citizen Leather, 
Greencow Burger and Polly 

The best thing about being a parliamentarian
Cleverly Art. Everywhere I 
went I felt the optimism and 
pride people have in their 
town.
 I also stopped to check out 
the new Back Door Distillery 
(I was driving so didn’t 
indulge, but my wife might 
have had one for me) and 
Four Square Opunake. New 
businesses in a town like 
this show confi dence in the 

local market, drive progress 
and contribute to a thriving 
and vibrant main street that 
serves its community well. 
 Another sign of a humming 
community hub is well-
run events. The recent 
Mountain to Sea bike ride 

run by the Opunake Lions is 
a great example. Supported 
by many local businesses, 
farmers who open their 
gates, volunteers, bike riders 
and families, it’s an event 
where people come together 
to make magic happen. 
These things also contribute 
to the resiliency of your 
community. As I write this, 
fuel prices are still climbing. 
I know the impact this 
could have on everyone. 
Fuel is such a big, and 
necessary cost in our rural 
communities.
 Even though there is 
suffi cient fuel in the country 
for the next few weeks, 
these sharp increases are 
happening because fuel 

companies are setting prices 
based on what it costs them 
to replenish their fuel stocks. 
The war in the Middle East 
is pushing those costs up. 
The Commerce Commission 
is watching fuel companies 
closely to ensure they are 
not using this situation to 
overcharge.
We believe the situation 
is serious enough that 
Government support 
for Kiwis is necessary. 
However, support will be 
disciplined and targeted to 
people in the most need, so 
we don’t repeat the same 
cycle of higher debt and 
higher infl ation that resulted 
from large-scale government 
spending during Covid.

There are likely to be 
further disruptions to fuel 
and supply chains. The 
government will provide 
what support it can and 
we’ll keep you updated as 
the situation develops. 
 As always, please reach 
out if you need information 
or assistance. 06 759 2580 
or david.macleodmp@
parliament.govt.nz

 Follow facebook.com/
davidmacleodmp to see 
when I’m next in Ōpunake 
and for my regular updates 
from our electorate.

David MacLeod, MP for 
New Plymouth.

Many call for Luxon to condemn 
attacks on Iran by Trump and Israel
 Thousands of people have 
signed a petition demanding 
Christopher Luxon stand 
up and condemn the illegal 
attacks on Iran by the 
United States and Israel. 
Greenpeace delivered the 
petition to opposition leader 
Chris Hipkins in Wellington 
today.
 Standing on the steps of 
parliament, Greenpeace 
Aotearoa Executive Director 
Dr Russel Norman said, 
“This war is plainly illegal 
- it is not an act of self-
defence nor is it sanctioned 
by the UN Security Council.
“While we have come 
to expect that the US 
Government approach to 
international law is more 
honoured in the breach than 
the observance, nonetheless 
international law is critical 
for the security of everyone 
on the planet, but especially 
for a small nation like New 
Zealand.
“We expect Christopher 
Luxon to advocate in favour 

of international law and 
hence condemn this reckless 
illegal war.
 “Silence in the face of 
injustice is complicity, 
and thousands of New 
Zealanders agree that Luxon 
should be standing up to 
bullies like Trump, who is 
attempting to destroy any 
possibility of a rules-based 
international order.”
Greenpeace delivered the 
petition to the Parliament 
Opposition who have 
been open about their 
condemnation of Trump’s 
illegal war.
Greenpeace also made the 
link from this illegal war to 
the escalating price of fossil 
fuels.
“This illegal war has 
disrupted oil, gas and 
fertiliser supplies, exposing 
Luxon’s Trump-like 
obsession with outdated 
fossil fuels, leaving New 
Zealanders paying the price,” 
continued Dr Norman.
“Luxon has collapsed the 

EV market by killing the 
clean car discount, making 
it cheaper to import gas 
guzzling cars. He’s ended 
public transport subsidies 
for young people, blocked 
funding for cycleways, but 
wants to spend billions of 
dollars to build new roads.
“Now Luxon wants to 
expose us even further to 
the volatile global fossil 

fuel market by charging New 
Zealanders a gas tax to build a 
LNG import terminal.
“The Luxon government 
should be investing in 
renewable energy and the 
electrifi cation of transport to 
insulate New Zealanders from 
energy supply shocks and 
rising energy prices, as well 
as cutting climate pollution,” 
says Dr Norman.

The petition being presented to the leader of the 
Labour party Chris Hipkins by Russel Norman.
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Agricultural & Electric, Fencing & Shelter Belts, 
Stockyards, Retaining Walls, Residential,

180 Rev. Post Rammer.
Member FCANZ

 Ph Steven on   021 298 5106

FOR ALL YOUR FENCING REQUIREMENTS: 

Kate Whittaker 
Design
Professional Architectural Design
New homes and renovations

022 0789790
kwdesign@xtra.co.nz
katewhittaker.co.nz Professional

Member

Architectural 
Designers 
New Zealand

CENTRAL ENGINEERING
TARANAKI

• Design /Consultation
• Quotation / Estimation
• Fabrication / Installation
• Mechanical Engineering

• Diesel Mechanical    
   Repairs
• General Engineering
• Taranaki wide

Shaun Cadman
14 Castle Street, Eltham | 027 645 0162

centraleng2018@gmail.com

The best thing about being a parliamentarian
 Labour candidate Amanda 
Clinton-Gohdes will be all 
ears during her campaign 
to become MP for the New 
Plymouth electorate. 

“It is most important to 
listen attentively to what 
community members are 
saying. The last thing they 
need is public fi gures telling 
them what to do,” she says.
“What our community 
wants is for someone 
who is a strong advocate, 
understands the issues and 
can be a strong voice in 
parliament.”
Amanda spent two terms as 
a New Plymouth District 
councillor and, during those 
six years, always listened to 
the needs of people – and 
advocated for action. 
“I was really proud of my 
role in increasing housing 
for the elderly,” she says.
During a council meeting 
she also tabled a motion 
opposing seabed mining, 
which was passed. This 
highlighted her proactive 
stance to protect the 
environment – something 
she would like to continue 
in Parliament. 
That’s why she was pleased 
to be chosen as the Labour 

Labour candidate all ears for the big issues

Party candidate for the New 
Plymouth electorate. “It is 
a real privilege. I’m really 
energised and excited to 
accept this role.”
Her main opponent will be 
sitting MP David MacLeod 

(National). 
The New Plymouth 
electorate stretches from 
Waitara to Ōpunake and 
inland to Egmont Village.
Amanda is well-served by 
her university qualifi cations 

in law and science, and a 
background in the education 
sector. These allow her a 
deep understanding of issues 
as they arise and all their 
implications.
“I can take a structured data-
driven position with a range 
of issues.”
With legislative action 
proposed by the coalition 
government to deal with 
homelessness in urban 
areas, Amanda says it’s a 
complex issue. “But the 
question arises – moving the 
homeless people on to where 
exactly – the suburbs? 
“The government has 
worsened the situation with 
its social housing policy 
strictures, making it harder 
to get social housing.”
 Amanda’s formative years 
were spent in a single parent 
family where things were 
tight fi nancially. That means 
she understands, from a 
personal standpoint, the 
pressures many people face, 
economic and societal. 
Amanda leads a busy life 
with her supportive partner 
and their young sons, 
something which she says 
helps her to understand how 
hard families are working 
day to day.

Amanda Clinton-Gohdes the Labour Party candidate for 
the New Plymouth electorate.

“Generally, I feel we are at 
the crossroads with people 
having more economic 
pressures and issues, as well 
as the need to protect the 

environment.”
 
 Facing such issues Amanda 
says she would be a strong 
advocate for positive change. 

 Many are celebrating the 
news that the Government 
will not move forward with 
plans to reinstate live animal 
exports by sea, ensuring the 
ban on the trade remains in 
place at least for this parlia-
mentary term.

 Associate Agriculture Min-
ister Andrew Hoggard con-
fi rmed that Cabinet had been 
unable to reach agreement 
on reviving the industry.
SAFE CEO Debra Ashton 
says the announcement is a 
huge relief.
“Live export forces ani-
mals into gruelling journeys 
across oceans where they 
can spend weeks confi ned 
on crowded ships, exposed 
to extreme heat, distress, and 
injury,” says Ashton.
“No animal should have to 

Government drops plans to 
revive the live animal trade

endure that.”
Ashton says the outcome re-
fl ects the strength of public 
opposition to the trade.
“More than 57,000 people 
signed a petition in 2024 
calling on the Government 
to protect the ban. New Zea-
landers made it clear they 
did not want to see animals 
shipped overseas on long 
and dangerous journeys.”
The Government had previ-
ously signalled it intended to 
revive the trade under what 
it described as a “gold stand-
ard” for animal welfare.
Ashton says that promise 
was never credible.
“There is no such thing as a 
‘gold standard’ for shipping 
live animals across oceans. 
The risks are inherent to the 
trade itself.”
“No amount of regulation 

can remove the suffering an-
imals endure during weeks 
at sea or guarantee their wel-
fare once they arrive over-
seas.”
SAFE says it remains con-
cerned that the minister 
responsible for animal wel-
fare continues to support the 
trade.
“Live export has repeatedly 
been shown to put animals 
at signifi cant risk,” says 
Ashton.
“It raises serious questions 
about whether someone who 
supports this trade is the 
right person to hold the ani-
mal welfare portfolio.”
SAFE says the announce-
ment will be welcomed by 
the tens of thousands of peo-
ple who spoke up to defend 
the ban.
“This is a moment to cel-

ebrate,” says Ashton.

 “People across the country 
stood up for animals, and to-
day those animals are safer 
because of it.” 
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YOUR KITCHEN SPECIALISTS! Peter Kuriger Engineering & Concrete        

–

they’re qualified and 

RICHARD HALL

  Rust Repairs 
  WoF Rust Repairs
  Exhausts
  Panel & Metal Fabrication  
  Full Restorations

customs  classics  lowriders

talk to elmo today
027 262 7845    elmosgarage@hotmail.com

 

 

Opunake’s Biggest Range of Tyres
Come in and see us for a quote. We also stock a big range of 

batteries and automotive accessories.

“Happy Easter from 
the Agrimec team”

38 IHAIA ROAD, OPUNAKE
06 761 8999

FOR ALL EMERGENCY CALL OUTS PLEASE PHONE LINCOLN 0273546017

What new research says 
about mood, movement, 
and why one-size-fi ts-all 
wellness advice may be 
a bit like using the same 
gumboots for everyone

If you have ever been 
told that everyone needs 
exactly eight hours of 
sleep, 10,000 steps a day, a 
green smoothie, a gratitude 

Why your best sleep - might not be my best sleep
journal, and a sunrise walk 
to be mentally well, a new 
study may come as welcome 
news.

In other words, if your 
friend in Ōpunakē swears 
they feel marvellous after 
six and a half hours of 
sleep, while you need closer 
to eight and a half just 
to stop looking at people 
suspiciously before morning 
tea, you may both be right.

A large new study 
published in JAMA Network 
Open this month looked 
at 1,476 people seeking 
mental health care and found 
something both simple and 
important. Sleep, physical 
activity, and mood all affect 
each other, and they do not 
do so in exactly the same 
way for every person. The 
key message is that mental 
wellbeing may be a lot 
more personalised than the 
usual one-size-fi ts-all advice 
would suggest.

That will not surprise 
many people in Taranaki. 
We already know that 
not everybody works the 
same. Some people are up 
before sunrise, cheerful as 
a tui, mowing lawns and 
reorganising sheds before 
the rest of us have found the 
kettle. Others do not fully 
become human until about 
10.15am and a second cup 
of coffee. Both can happily 
co-exist.

The study found 
“bidirectional” links 
between sleep, activity, and 
mood. That is the scientifi c 
way of saying they go both 
ways. Better sleep may 
support better mood. Better 
mood may make it easier 
to be active. Being active 
may help sleep. Poor mood 
can affect sleep. Poor sleep 
can drain motivation. It 
is less like a straight line 
and more like one of those 
roundabouts where no one is 
entirely sure who is meant to 
go fi rst.

What stood out most was 
that people seemed to have 
their own “optimal” sleep 
duration for peak mood. 
In plain language, there 
appears to be a sweet spot, 
but it is not identical for 
everyone. Too little sleep 
was linked with worse mood 
afterwards, which will not 
shock anyone who has spent 
the night awake listening to 
the wind rattling the ranch 
slider. But interestingly, 
too much sleep beyond a 
person’s own best range was 
also linked to worse mood 
too.

That matters because 
wellness advice often gets 
delivered like a universal 
recipe. Sleep eight hours. 
Walk this much. Exercise 
that much. Go to bed at this 
hour. Wake at that hour. 
Ideally meditate while 
looking serene in activewear 
that costs more than your 
fi rst car.

Real life, of course, is not 
quite so tidy.

One person may feel 
mentally stronger after seven 
hours of good sleep and a 
brisk dog walk on the beach. 
Another may need eight and 
a half hours, a slower start, 
and a potter in the garden. 
One person gets a lift from 
a decent bike ride. Another 
gets the same benefi t from 
hanging washing out in a 
stiff Taranaki breeze and 
marching around the section 
after the recycling bin has 
blown over again.

That is not laziness. That is 
individuality.

Many people feel they are 
somehow failing at wellness 
because they cannot force 

themselves into the routine 
that worked for someone 
else. Maybe they read about 
the miracle of 5am starts, 
ice baths, protein oats, and 
jogging with alarming levels 
of optimism, then compare 
that to their own life, which 
may involve children, shift 
work, stress, poor sleep, 
or simply being a normal 
human being.

This research suggests 
the better question may not 
be, “What is the perfect 
routine?” but “What tends to 
work best for me?”

That is a far more useful 
question. It is also a kinder 
one.

Instead of clinging to 
the idea that eight hours 
is the magic number for 
everybody, it may help to 
notice your own patterns. 
How much sleep leaves you 
feeling most steady, patient, 
and like yourself? How 
much movement seems to 
help your mood, and what 
kind? A punishing boot-
camp class might energise 
one person and make 
another want to fake their 
own disappearance.

That is where the study 
becomes practical. It points 
towards more personalised 
behavioural advice. That 
does not need to mean 
expensive biohacking 
equipment or a smartwatch 
that disapproves of your 
lifestyle choices.

You can start by becoming 
a bit of a detective in your 
own life.

Notice how your mood 
is after different amounts 
of sleep. Notice whether a 
short walk improves your 
headspace. Notice whether 
being indoors all day makes 
you feel stale and scratchy. 
In short, observe your own 
system the way a good 
farmer watches the land, 
the stock, and the weather 
instead of relying only on 
what a textbook says should 
be happening.

Taranaki people are 
generally pretty good at 
practical wisdom. We know 
the mountain can look 
calm while the weather 
does something completely 
different by lunchtime. 

Human wellbeing is a bit 
like that too. General advice 
is useful, but local conditions 
matter.

And your “local 
conditions” include your 
age, health, stress load, 
personality, responsibilities, 
and what season of life you 
are in.

Perhaps the nicest part of 
this research is that it gives 
people permission to stop 
treating themselves like 
failed versions of somebody 
else’s ideal routine.

Maybe your best mental-
health formula is not the one 
from social media. Maybe 
it is seven hours and a walk 
with the dog. Maybe it is 
eight and a half hours, no 
doom-scrolling after 9pm, 
and some gardening. Maybe 
it is an evening swim, a solid 
laugh, and not volunteering 
for quite so many things in 
one week.

The point is not perfection. 
It is pattern.

So the next time someone 
confi dently tells you that 
everybody needs exactly the 
same sleep, the same steps, 
and the same schedule, you 
can smile politely and carry 
on. 

It turns out your body and 
mind may have their own 
preferred settings.

And frankly, that sounds 
a lot more realistic than 
pretending we are all running 
on the same operating 
system.

Richard Hall, www.
mindsupport.co.nz , 

Ōpunakē

Local news, Local people, 
local businesses, local 
sport, local arts and 

events. 
Delivered free around 
the mountain every 

fortnight.

06 761 7016
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the mountain every 
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Fresh Limes. Pure Juice. Artisan Seasonings
Proudly grown in Taranaki

 Business Professional 
Women (BPW) Hāwera 
members and guests 
gathered on Wednesday  
March 18 at Someday Café 
for a powerful and inspiring 
evening with Ōpunake 
entrepreneur and maker 
Layla Cann, founder of 
Citizen Leather. Her story 
captured attention from the 
outset, highlighting not only 
her creative journey, but 
also her deep commitment 
to reducing waste in a fast-
paced, consumer-driven 
world.

 Since launching Citizen 
Leather in 2009, Layla has 
built a business grounded 
in purpose—transforming 
discarded, high-quality 
leather into beautifully 
crafted, long-lasting bags. 
Beginning with little 
formal sewing experience, 
she developed her skills 
through determination, 
experimentation, and 
resilience, all while 
balancing the demands of 
family life. Her journey is 
a testament to what passion 
and perseverance can 
achieve.

 A central message of the 
evening was the importance 
of valuing quality over 

Citizen Leather founder inspires at BPW Hāwera Dinner Meeting

From left Anna Dunlop-Paaka, a member of Business Professional Women (BPW), 
Hawera thanking Layla Cann for her speech about Citizen Leather. Anna is holding a 
delicious bottle of fruit juice from The Fine Lime company.

convenience. Layla spoke 
about the signifi cant amount 
of leather and textiles sent 
to landfi ll simply due to 
changing trends or minor 
imperfections. Through 
her work, she challenges 
this cycle—breathing new 
life into materials such as 
jackets and furniture, while 
preserving their history and 
character.

 Proudly New Zealand 

sourced, designed, and 
made, every Citizen Leather 
piece refl ects a commitment 
to sustainability and local 
craftsmanship. Layla 
emphasised the importance 
of working locally to reduce 
environmental impact and 
strengthen connections 
between maker and 
customer.

 Guests were also 
introduced to a locally made 

lime and apple juice from 
Hāwera, adding a refreshing 
touch to the evening.

 
Layla’s values strongly 

resonated with BPW’s 
mission to empower 
women through connection, 
learning, and opportunity. 
Attendees left inspired, 
reminded of the impact 
thoughtful choices—and 
determined women—can 

make. BPW Hāwera meets 
every third Wednesday at 
Someday Café, welcoming 

like-minded women to 
connect and grow.  Email 
bpw.hawera@gmail.com.

 
South Taranaki District 

Council is introducing Level 
1 water restrictions from 
Wednesday 18 March 2026. 
With little recent rainfall, no 
meaningful rain expected 
through the end of March, 
and stream and river levels 
sitting low for this time of 
year, this step is necessary 
to protect the health of local 
water sources. 

Level 1 restrictions mean 
all unattended hoses, 
sprinklers, pool fi lling, lawn 
watering, and residential 
irrigation systems are 
banned, and apply district 
wide.  Hand held hoses may 
be used early in the morning 
or in the evening on the 
odds and evens system — 
even numbered houses on 
even calendar dates and odd 
numbered houses on odd 
calendar dates between 6pm 
– 8am. 

“Level 1 restrictions 
are a good reminder for 
our community to use 
water wisely,” says South 

South Taranaki District moves to Level 1 water restrictions
Taranaki District Council 
works delivery manager 
Rahul Sharma. “While 
summer might be over, 
the downward trend in 
river levels due to reduced 
rainfall is clear. Taking this 
proactive step now helps 
protect our water supply 
so there is enough to go 
around.” 

These small, practical 
adjustments, taken 
collectively, help ensure the 
district continues to manage 
its water responsibly over 
the late summer period, 
especially as river levels 
approach resource consent 
thresholds. 

Residents can also help by 
looking for, and fi xing, any 
leaks on your property or 
farm. All water savings can 
make a difference.  

Restrictions will remain in 
place until further notice. 

Ways to help conserve 
water include: 

•             Avoid unnecessary 
outdoor watering 

•             Use the odds/
evens system for permitted 
hand-held hose use 

•             Check taps, pipes, 
and outdoor fi ttings for leaks 
and repair them promptly 

•             Run full loads 
when washing clothes and 
dishes 

•             Reduce how often 
you wash your car or boat 

•             Domestic users, 
farms, and industry are also 
asked to use water sparingly. 

•             Don’t hose down 
driveways or buildings 

•             Report any leaks 
in the public system to 0800 
111 323 
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  COASTAL CURIOSITIES

SIS BALL COCK VALVE

• Buy 10, receive 12 and 2x service kits
• 3 models available - all the one price

• Nearly indestructible
• Only New Zealand manufacturer 

providing a lifetime guarantee on the body of the ballcock

www.sisballcock.co.nz | 0800 175 720
Only available direct from manufacturer

C2
20
9k
wS
IS

Price $99.50
+GST EACH

Freight free anywhere in NZ

Specialists in Dairy Efficiency Solutions

corkillsystems.co.nz   0800 10 7006

Dairy • Automation • Electrical

T: 06 7510607

T: 06 751 0607
E: sales@sls.kiwi.nz

59 Breakwater Rd, NP
PO Box 3309, Fitzroy, 4341

www.sls.kiwi.nz

CONTACT 
027 246 8604

CECELIA'S ON TASMAN 
See us on Facebook

89 Tasman St, 
Opunake.

OPEN 7 
DAYS A 
WEEK

Marble games in NZ history
The history of marbles 

in New Zealand is deeply 
rooted in the cultural and 
social fabric of the country. 
The game has been played 
since ancient times and 
was a common children’s 
game in the 19th and 20th 
centuries. It used to be 
popular in school yards. The 
game has also been played 
in various forms across 
different cultures, with 

archaeological evidence 
showing its popularity in 
Lithuania since the Middle 
Ages. The game’s evolution 
and popularity have been 
infl uenced by various factors 
including the availability 
of marbles and the cultural 
context of each society.
Collectible marbles and 
their popularity

Collectible marbles have 
gained popularity as a hobby 

Marbles. The game for all ages.

Home cooks 
could be 
protecting 
themselves 
from 
dementia 
 Older people who cook a 
meal from scratch at home at 
least once a week may have 
a lower risk of developing 
dementia, according to 
Japanese research. The 
researchers collected data 
on how frequently 10,978 
Japanese people cooked 
meals at home, as well as 
how skilled they were in 
the kitchen. Over six years 
of follow-up, 11% of them 
developed dementia. The 
researchers found that 
cooking at least once a week 
was linked to a 23% lower 
risk of dementia in men and 
a 27% lower risk in women. 
Cooking frequently without 
having many cooking skills 
was linked to especially high 
protection against dementia, 
they add. The researchers say 
activities required to cook 
meals including prolonged 
standing and leaving the 
house to get groceries are 
likely contributing to this 
link, and those who fi nd 
cooking more diffi cult but do 
it anyway are likely keeping 
their brain active. The 
researchers say that while 
it’s unclear if this link would 
apply outside Japanese food 
culture, it’s possible that 
helping older people stay 
in the kitchen longer could 
be important for preventing 
dementia.  

 Scientists studying 
humpback whales in the 
South Pacifi c have found 
that as they recover from 
commercial whaling, older 
males’ reproductive tactics 
are getting more successful. 
The researchers looked at 
humpbacks in the breeding 
grounds of New Caledonia 
over 19 years, over which 

and investment due to their 
rarity, beauty and historical 
signifi cance. The demand 
for these marbles is driven 
by their unique designs, 
intricate craftsmanship and 
the desire to own a piece 
of vintage art. Whether 
you’re a collector or just 
enjoy playing with marbles, 
the market for collectible 
marbles is thriving, with 
many rare and antique 
pieces fetching high prices 
at auction.

Cecilia’s on Tasman, 
Opunake have jars and shoe 
boxes of collectible marbles.

Cecelia’s on Tasman.

time the male population 
in the study area grew fi ve-
fold, and shifted from being 
mostly young to a more 
even distribution across age 
groups. When the whale 
population was larger, older 
males were more often seen 
singing and escorting a 
female - behaviours linked 
with reproduction - and had 
more success in becoming 
fathers. 

 The authors suggest the 
success of younger males 
when the population was 
smaller could have helped 
“buffer” the loss of genetic 
diversity, at a time when it 
was critical. 

  
Current Biology

As whale populations 
recover, older males sing 
more
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TARANAKI WIDE SALES & SERVICE

Taranaki-wide sales, hire and service. 
Free delivery, competitive prices.

MOBILITY SCOOTERS
and all living aids - we’ll help you 

with whatever you need.
Kevin & Marilyn Bromell

154 PRINCES ST - HAWERA
Ph: 06 278 8072 - Freephone 0800 765 763

www.mobilityandmore.co.nz

Also SHOE, BAG & LEATHER REPAIRS

by SCARPAS David Deacon

244 Broadway - STRATFORD
Ph (06) 765 5591 - Fax (06) 765 5594

SHOE & BOOT 
SALE
Summer footwear available

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
RURAL • RENOVATIONS

READY TO BUILD?
Welcome to New Style Homes by Nick Childs Builders 
- one of the most respected home and commercial 
builders in Taranaki.

Each building by New Style Homes showcases the 
highest standard of quality and workmanship.

With an emphasis on flexibility, value for money and 
out of this world quality, it’s no wonder our clients 
keep coming back and are happy to recommend us 
to their families and friends.

P: 06 765 8322   �   M: 027 34 94 954   �   E: office@newstylehomes.net  �  W: www.newstylehomes.net  

E New style homes   
Q  New_style_homes by nick childs

191 Broadway Stratford 4332, Taranaki

Open Tues-Fri, 9am to 5pm 
Sat, 9am to 12pm

Longfellow Road, Opunake 
(opposite High School)
Ph. Sean, 020 4179 2410

The Coastal Barber is not 
just a place to get your hair 
cut. It’s somewhere you 
can chill out and open up. 
Third generation barber 
Sean Horscroft has been 
cutting hair in Opunake 
since December. Based on 
Longfellow Road across the 
road from the High School 
he operates out of a purpose-
built studio next to the home 
he and wife Kristie have 
been living in since they 
arrived in Opunake from 
Hamilton in September last 
year.

“When the fl ag’s out and 
the gate’s open, we’re open,” 
says Kristie.

Opening hours are 
Tuesday-Friday 9am-
5pm and Saturday 9am-
12pm. Appointments 
can be made by phoning 
Sean 02041792410, or via 
Facebook link, or simply 
dropping in where a friendly 
greeting is guaranteed from 
Sean, not to mention Sean 
and Kristie’s two dogs, 
Maple, their whippet-cross 
bull terrier, and a French 
bulldog called Colin.

Skilled in all aspects of 
hair cutting, barbering is 
something Sean has always 
done. Think the kind of 
barber we all remember from 
our younger days. Sean says 
he’s surprised at the way the 
“young ones” have come in 
and opened up to him.

They started the Coastal 
Barber because they felt it 
would fi ll a need in town. 

Your friendly local barber on the coast

Kristie said there was nothing 
in the community outside 
of the local hairdressers, 
who when people came into 
town during the summer 
months had been prepared 
to send people their way, 
“when guys came in and just 
wanted a hair shave.”

Outside of cutting hair, 
Sean likes surfi ng, fi shing 
and building, which is 
another line of work he has 
been involved in.

Sean and Kristie have 
two of their children still 
at home, one attending the 
High School and the other 

the Primary School.  Sean 
is originally from Hawke’s 
Bay, while Kristie is 
originally from Taranaki, 
having grown up in Bell 
Block.

  Kristie says they were 
attracted to Opunake by 
the house prices, and they 
always wanted to live by the 
coast.

“We wanted somewhere 
with a fresh breeze,” she 
says. She’s also been able 
to catch up with relations, 
including uncles from her 
mother’s side she hadn’t 
seen in 20 years.

They are also enjoying the 
lifestyle.

“My daughter was playing 
netball at 8pm last night. 
You couldn’t do that in 

Hamilton,” says Kristie. 
They also appreciate the 
family-focused events 
like Americarna and the 
Christmas Eve Christmas 
Parade.

“We’ve been overwhelmed 
with the response from the 
community. They’ve been 
awesome. Yesterday we 
had someone turn up with a 
pumpkin,” she said.

Sean the Coastal barber.

Open for business.
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Phone: 06 765 4181
202 Broadway, Stratford

www.stratfordknitandsew.com

Haberdashery, quilting 
materials and supplies. 

Wool,patterns and needles.
Embroidery and cotton.

Open:
 10am-4pm Mon-Friday
10am-12pm Saturday

Cabinet Making, Glass Supplies & 
Custom Joinery Solutions

Donald & Ian Murray

06 764 8616 027 242 8379
027 348 9445

136 High Street, Eltham
eltham.bs@gmail.com

www.elthambuildingsuppliers.co.nz
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Thomson O’Neil & Co.
Our Opunake Office is attended by:

FOR ALL YOUR LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
30 TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE

PH: 761 8823

Lorem ipsum

OPUNAKE LAWYERS 

Robert England on Wednesdays & Fridays 
for buying and selling houses, farms & businesses; 
Trusts, Wills and Estates.
Roger Overwater on Thursday afternoons 
for Wills, POA, Estates & property transactions. 
LLB, BSocSc

Roger Overwater on Thursday after-
noons for Wills, POA, Estates & property 
transactions 

• New homes 
• Renovations
• Skimming

E: epmasterplaster@hotmail.com

Ph: 020 4001 3319

EP MASTEREP MASTER
PLASTER 

SMOOTH OPERATOR

LTD

• Gib fixing 
• Coving and cornice 
• Commercial

New Plymouth 
Motorcycles has a new 
owner Derek Hosking 
selling his business after 
65 years in the motorcycle 
trade.

Grant Woolford has bought 
the former New Plymouth 
Motorcycles, now known as 
Cyclespot Taranaki. Grant 
who lives in Auckland 
currently owns motorcycle 
shops in Auckland and 
Wellington. The New 
Plymouth shop will be his 
third.

He has known Derek for 
around 30 years he says. 
They fi rst met in Europe 
when they were both doing 
an Alpine Star trip.

New Plymouth Motorcycles sells to new owner
One of the attractions of 

buying the business was 
being able to venture into 
new brands of bikes which 
he’s been unable to do in 
his other two businesses in 
Auckland and Wellington, 
says Grant. He’ll be doubling 
the number of brands to 
six adding to the existing 
Suzuki, Triumph and 
Kawasaki brands a further 
three, Indian, CF Moto and 
Royal Enfi eld.

“We feel there’s a huge 
opportunity to look after 
the farmer with ATVs, side 
by side DMs and two wheel 
farm bikes,” says Grant. His 
apprenticeships were all 
in farm bike shops and he 
went on to own a farm bike 

shop in Warkworth where he 
started his apprenticeship. 

He feels the added brands 
will give their customers a 
choice.

Grant grew up on a deer 
farm in Dairy Flat, north 
of Auckland and has been 
in the motorbike industry 
for 35 years, the last 28 in 
business for himself. 

“Since I was 17 - It’s all 
I’ve ever done,” says Grant. 
“I’m deep into motorcycles,” 
he comments.

“It’s given me a great life,” 
he continues looking back 
adding he’s met people from 
all over the world. 

From Siberia in Russia, to 
the outback of Australia he’s 
been everywhere, often by 
motorcycle.

Dirt bike racing and road 
bike racing are also interests.  
He’s also raced in the Bert 
Munro for the last 14 y ears.

 As well as selling and 
servicing, Cyclespot will be 
selling second hand bikes 
and also have a huge range 
of accessories.

While he’s been 
negotiating buying the New 
Plymouth business Grant’s 
been spending time in New 
Plymouth and “getting 
acquainted with the food” he 

says. He’s also been really 
impressed with the people.

“The people are just 
amazing,” he says. He feels 
he could “fi t in nicely here”.

He will of course however 
continue to reside in 
Auckland. Andrew Foot 
will be running the New 
Plymouth shop as Dealer 
Principal.

Four of the former staff of 
New Plymouth Motorcycle 
have been retained plus 
another three have been 
employed and Grant hopes 
to employ another. “We 
always employ local,” he 
adds.

There was an offi cial 
opening of Cyclespot on 
Thursday evening March 5 
to meet customers and also 
show off their shop which 
has had a bit of a facelift and 
to also meet customers. This 
has included adding a new 
ceiling. The fl oor has also 
been re-grounded and the 
interior rearranged with the 
parts computer moved to the 
back of the shop.

Derek is offi cially retired 
but, Grant quips with a grin, 
“He’s been in most days to 
make sure they’re doing a 
good job.”

Derek Hosking fl anked by new owner Grant Woolford 
(right) and at left shop manager Andrew Foot.

ABOVE:
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Selling motorcycles for 65 
years has been “a long road” 
and “a good road” says 
Derek Hosking refl ecting 
on his long career in the 
motorcycle business. 

Derek has just sold his 
business New Plymouth 
Motorcycles. 

His long career in 
motorbikes has certainly 
been a highly successful one 
judging by its longevity. He 
once received an award from 
Triumph for selling the most 
motorcycles per head of 
population worldwide.

He got his motorcycle 
licence at the age of 15 
when still at school. On 
leaving school, he trained 
as an automotive mechanic 
serving his apprenticeship 
at Phillips Ford in New 
Plymouth. 

He started out in business 
in Brougham Street in 1969, 
just up from the taxi rank, 
selling Yamaha and Triumph 
motorbikes. He recalls the 
rent was 12 pounds a week 
in premises leased off the 
Salvation Army next to their 
chapel. He and his business 
partner were there for two 
years.

They next moved to 
Queen Street beside White 
Star buses just down from 
the Govett Brewster Art 
Gallery in premises that 

65 years selling bikes

were once an old fl our mill, 
one of four which operated 
in pioneer days. The rough 
stonework in the basement 
of the business which they 
bought off the old Ridd 
Company was a fascinating 
and visible record of its long 
gone history. Derek also 
found some old letters in the 
basement, one by a satisfi ed 
cow cocky dated 1918 about 
his new Ridd milker which 

Derek kept and makes for 
amusing reading. It has 
been reproduced (at right) 
as it was written courtesy of 
Derek who gave us a copy. 

They needed even more 
room however the business 
having grown steadily so the 
next move was to found a 
second motorcycle business 
Yamaha Kawasaki.

They ran both shops but 
eventually closed one down, 

Derek, now the sole owner 
of the business having 
parted company with his 
business partner which he 
humorously recounts.

In the early 90s Derek 
moved to his present large 
premises in Leach Street. 

Five to ten years ago 
40-50 percent of their 
customers were farmers 
Derek estimates.  “I’d buy 

50-60 quads at a time.” He’d 
sell around 700 bikes a year 
with regular trips to Japan to 
replenish stock.

Working for fi ve and a half 
days a week which included 
opening on Saturday 
morning it’s been a busy life. 
He remembers for example 
leaving work in the early 
evening to deliver a bike to 
Tauranga and having to get 
to work at the usual time the 
next day.

Over his many years in the 
motorcycle business Derek 
observes motorbikes are 
“safer now” with features 
such as ABS breaking. 
They’re also faster. The 
biggest bike he’s stocked 
was a 2500cc.

Though sales can fl uctuate 
and can depend on who 
is in government - he has 
harsh words for past Labour 
Governments - its clearly 
been a very sound business 

Derek in his offi ce. at New Plymouth Motorcycles.

with Derek at the helm.
His perceptive observations 

on a variety of subjects 
which he entertainingly 
espouses is no doubt a factor 
in its success. 

Derek has sold the business 
to Grant Woolford and 
says, “He’ll be good for the 
province.” 

He said he would like to 
thank the Taranaki people 
for their support.

Derek’s wife Leonie who 
said tributes had come from 
all over when people knew 
Derek was selling.

As for Derek future plans, 
they include doing the 
jobs around the house he’s 
“neglected for years” which 
Leonie has been totalling up 
and, doing a bit of fi shing.

We wish Derek and Leonie 
who has also played a large 
role in the business in the 
past, our very best wishes for 
the future.

Der Sir,
           In reference two your milking machine which I 

perchased last season Which is giving me every satisfactry 
it worked verry well last season and never hung me up once. 
I can assure you that it makes cowspanking life easly and I 
think any one used them Would never milk by Hand again. 
I am sure I wont the cows Like The Well two. Now you can 
make the best Youse of this Letter. 

A letter dated 1918 found in the basement of their new 
motorcycle premises in Queen Street.

An advert  (reduced in size) for New Plymouth Motorcycles that appeard in the 
Sunday Express, October 29, 1972.
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PRINCPALS' ADDRESS
Andrea Hooper Carr  

He mea tārai e mātou te mātauranga kia rangatira ai,  
kia mana taurite ai ōna huanga

We shape education that delivers equitable and excellent outcomes

Term One, 2026 nearing a close.  But what a term!!!  Swimming Sports, Athletics, Cross Country, Mana Tane, 
Mana Wahine, and Prefect camps, not to mention biking, hiking, surfing and now Relaying - for Life.  The 
opportunities we offer our ākonga here at Ōpunakē High School are second to none,  Our aim to grow good 
people of Aotearoa who are resilient, responsive and relatable who we can rely upon to be kaitiaki of our 
beautiful whenua is being realised more and more each year.

Our students have launched into their academic learning with reports on biodiversity, statistics, whare tapa 
wha, and sporting technique being investigated, and composed.  Not to mention some breathtaking portfolio 
boards being designed, and the beginnings of our musical performance (to be performed later in the year) 
starting to take shape.  

From music to murals, agriculture to algebra our tamariki on the coast have the opportunity to experience it 
all, so that they can future proof themselves for the ever changing employment landscape.

I would like to thank our dedicated, driven and dynamic teachers here at Ōpunakē High 
School, and to that end farewell our wonderful, smiling, soccer playing chemistry 

teacher Godfrey Hlahla who is moving on to continue his studies of science.  Here 
at Ōpunakē High School we don’t only grow good students, but also really 

good staff!

Haere ra Godfrey.

CONTACT DETAILS 

P: 06 761 8723
Tasman Street, Ōpunakē 4616
PO Box 4, Ōpunakē 4645
www.opunake.school.nz
admin@opunake.school.nz

GROWING GOOD PEOPLE FOR A RAPIDLY CHANGING WORLD | HE WAIHANGATANGA O TE TANGATA PAI I ROTO I TÉNEI AO HURIHURI

For more media visit:  
www.opunake.school.nz 

@opunakehighschool

@opunakehigh

@opunakehigh

OpunakeHighSchool
YouTube channel 
	  

UPCOMING EVENTS
Everybodys Theatre Mufti Day Fundraiser
Thursday 2nd April
Term 2 commences
Monday 20th April
Pitch Week - Primary School visits
Term 2, Week 3
2026 School Ball
Saturday 9th May

SPORTS CHAMPIONS
ATHLETICS POHUTUKAWA (HAPU) SWIMMING SPORTS POHUTUKAWA (HAPU) CROSS COUNTRY POHUTUKAWA (HAPU)

Junior Girls Toni Leigh Cook 1. Awhina Toni Leigh Cook 1. Rimu Karley Gargan 1. Totara

Junior Boys Roy Gibson 2. Karo Roy Gibson 2. Karo Roy Gibson 2. Karo

Intermediate Girls Leah Martins 3.  Rimu Leah Martins 3.  Totara Jayde Gargan 3.  Rimu

Intermediate Boys Victor Gibson 4. Totara Victor Gibson 4. Awhina Victor Gibson 4. Awhina

Senior Girls Taylah Gargan Alicia Hurly Taylah Gargan

Senior Boys Kianu Wallace Kymani Parata Hadlee Marsh
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Open 8:30am-5:00pm, Monday to Friday
99 Tukapa Street, New Plymouth.

INJURED?
UNWELL?

Walk in appointments, all
patients welcome.  Onsite x-ray,
pharmacy and physio. No ACC
surcharge for x-ray services.

Visit the Carefirst
Urgent Care clinic

www.carefirst.co.nz

Need a GP? Our Bell Block, Moturoa & Merrilands
clinics are welcoming new patients. Enrol today.

Taranaki’s green-fi ngered 
folk can have a dress 
rehearsal for the Centuria 
Taranaki Garden Festival’s 
40th anniversary next year.

Festival manager Jessica 
Parker says those new 
gardeners and earlier 
entrants, keen to be part 
of the 2027 milestone 
celebration, may want to 
consider taking part this 
year in preparation.

“We’re always interested 
to talk to gardeners, new 
and former entrants,” says 
Jessica. 

“There’s a lot of gardens 
out there that used to be 
in the festival, and their 
owners may have retired 
or they may have sold the 
property.

“The new owners of these 
gems, which are throughout 
the whole region, may just 
be interested in coming back 
into the festival – whether it 
be this year, in the future or 
for the 40th anniversary.”

Jessica wants to get the 
message out now, especially 
to those garden owners 
who may be hesitant about 
opening their gates for the 
10-day festival on from 30 
October to 8 November this 
year, and 29 October to 7 
November in 2027. 

For shy gardeners she has 
encouraging words about 

Call to dig in for landmark garden celebration
coming forward.

“What I fi nd is so many 
of our gardeners, who have 
got a passion and love for 
gardens and gardening and 
the space they’ve created 
think their gardens wouldn’t 
be good enough to open for 
New Zealand’s longest-
running garden festival.

“And quite honestly, I’d 
say 95% of the time, that’s 
not the case. We love to see 
new gardens, and we love to 
see gardens in development 
coming through.”

Opening this year is a great 
opportunity to prepare for 
the 40th celebrations – and 
Jessica suggests, gently, that 
people “dob in” a gardener 
with a glorious place to 
share. 

Being in the festival is 

also about giving back to 
Taranaki.

“So many of our 
gardeners, in fact a large 
proportion, love the 
contribution that opening 
their garden makes to our 
community and the region 
as a whole,” says Jessica.

The festival attracts 
many visitors from out 
of the region, who spend 
money on accommodation, 
retail, hospitality, plants 
and more, signifi cantly 
contributing to the GDP 
each year. Last year that 
fi gure was $4.7 million.

“So our gardeners actually 
really enjoy sharing their 
space, bringing pleasure 
to the visitors, and helping 
our community and region 
to prosper.”

Taranaki Maunga refl ected in the kitchen window of Jenny and Guy Oakley’s Manaia 
home. Jenny, renowned for her hanging baskets, has been in the Centuria Taranaki 
Garden Festival every year since it began. Photo credit Jenny Oakley.

Poor knights lillies fl ank the steps down to the couple’s 
tennis court. Jenny is a trained horticulturalist.

Photo credit: Dove Juneau.
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Fully customisable and compact, our Cub Cabins are
designed with durable premium materials to last the test of
time. Measuring 3 meters wide by 4.4meters deep they are
our smallest and most popular cabin design. We have limted
number of Cub Cabins available for immediate sale.     
No waiting, no hassel & immediate delivery can be arranged. 
Come visit our show room at 16 Koru Road to view our range.

CABINS FOR SALE

Fully customisable and compact, our Cub Cabins are
designed with durable premium materials to last the test of
time. Measuring 3 meters wide by 4.4meters deep they are
our smallest and most popular cabin design. We have limted
number of Cub Cabins available for immediate sale.
No waiting, no hassel & immediate delivery can be arranged.
Come visit our show room at 16 Koru Road to view our range.

CABINS FOR SALE

 Does your child’s  
body move accurately, 
or is it a bit clumsy?  

Your own body?

THE LAWNS ARE GROWING

WALKER R21 ZERO TURN SIDE 
DISCHARGE MOWER 

CUB CADET LX547 SIDE DISCHARGE 
PETROL RIDE ON MOWER 
• Advanced Intellipower 
Technology
• Smooth Hydrostatic 
Auto Transmission
• Turning Radius: 
40cm/16”
• Cutting Width: 
107cm/42”

CUB CADET 1023 XT2 REAR CATCH 
PETROL RIDE ON MOWER

• 21.5 HP Kawasaki 
V-Twin
• Turning Radius: 
40cm/16”
• Cutting Width: 
106cm/42”
• 12 position height 
adjustment

STIGA ESTATE 384 CATCHING 33” 
RIDE-ON 

• Engine Power: 7.4kW
• Cutting Width: 
84cm/33”
• Collector Capacity:
240L
• Hydrostatic 
Transmission

•21HP Kohler KT620 
660cc engine 
• Residential 
applications
• Hydro-Gear EZT 
transmissions
• Precision steering 
system

STIHL SHOP HAWERA
25 Glover Road, Hawera
Ph: 06 278 4753
Email: hawera@stihlshop.co.nz www.stihlshop.co.nz

Love Your Land

$6,199 $10,999

$5,999 $13,995

BUILDER
• Hay Barns  • Garages  • Sheds 
• Roofs  • Gutters  • Bathrooms 

• All building maintenance 

Local builder 
Dion

Ph 021 027 06657

New Plymouth District 
Mayor Max Brough has 
announced Taranaki 
Regional Council (TRC) 
Chief Executive Steve Ruru 
as NPDC’s interim Chief 
Executive, a role that he will 
hold alongside his existing 
position at TRC. 

Both NPDC and TRC 
agreed in principle to 
share a Chief Executive at 
respective council meetings 
and Mayor Max says the 
appointment strengthens 

Joint chief executive announced for TRC and NPDC
both organisations at a 
pivotal time for local 
government and Mr Ruru’s 
extensive experience will be 
invaluable. 

“By working together 
through shared leadership, 
both councils will be better 
positioned to respond to 
upcoming reform and 
prepare for the future of 
local government. 

“Importantly, today’s 
announcement refl ects our 
commitment to stable local 

government leadership, 
strong partnerships in the 
region and delivering for our 
communities now and into 
the future.” 

Regional Council 
Chairperson, Craig 
Williamson welcomed the 
announcement. 

“Steve understands the 
complexity of regional 
functions, the operational 
realities of territorial 

authorities, and the critical 
importance of collaboration 
between the two. He is the 
perfect person for the job.” 

Mr Ruru says he is looking 
forward to the opportunity 
and to exploring how the 
councils can work more 
closely for the benefi t of 
Taranaki communities. 

“The vacancy at NPDC 
provides an opportunity 
to pilot an innovative 
leadership approach in the 
region. Joint leadership 
gives us a strong platform to 
examine service models that 
could better serve 

Taranaki. This work will 
benefi t both organisations 
and, most importantly, the 
communities we serve.” 

Mr Ruru will take over 
from Gareth Green, who 
concludes his three-year 

tenure at NPDC in the 
coming weeks and will be 
in the role while NPDC is 
recruiting a permanent Chief 
Executive. 

He says this will give 
both councils time to 
progress work on evaluating 
how service delivery and 
community outcomes can 
be improved as part of the 
wider Simplifying Local 
Government reforms. 

“My focus will be on 
preparing both organisations 
for the future. I’m passionate 
about the role of local 
government in supporting 
our communities, and I 
am committed to ensuring 
both councils remain well 
positioned through this 
period of transition.” 

Details on how Mr Ruru 
will split his time between 

the two organisations is 
still to be fi nalised. 

Steve has been Chief 
Executive at the Taranaki 
Regional Council since 
2020, having previously 
served in the same role 
at the Southland, Kaipara 
and Thames-Coromandel 
district councils. 

He has held governance 
roles with Milford Sound 
Tourism, Lakes District 
Health Board and the 
Department of Corrections. 
Of Ngati Raukawa and 
Ngati Ranginui descent, 
Steve was awarded a 
Bachelor of Management 
Studies from the University 
of Waikato, and is a 
Chartered Accountant 
Fellow (FCA) with 
Chartered Accountants 
Australia and New Zealand.

Steve Ruru. 

New research from 
Consumer NZ shows 
an overwhelming 96% 
of electric vehicle (EV) 
owners would buy another 
EV, confi rming strong 
satisfaction among current 
owners. 

Consumer has released 
fi ndings from its latest car 
reliability and satisfaction 
survey, representing 
responses from 5,791 
members and supporters 
collected in November and 
December 2025. 

“This survey canvassed 
car owner experiences, 
providing insights into 
preferred engines, brand 
performance, reliability and 
overall owner satisfaction,” 
says Consumer NZ chief 
executive Jon Duffy. 

While petrol vehicles 
continue to dominate the 
nation’s roads, making up 
59% of cars New Zealanders 
own, the landscape is 
shifting. The share of 
EVs and plug-in hybrids 
(PHEVs) has grown from 

No u-turn to petrol for New Zealand EV owners

12% in 2023 to 17% in 
2025. Hybrid ownership 
has also risen signifi cantly, 
increasing from 10% to 15% 
over the same period. 

“This indicates a gradual 
but growing shift towards 
going electric on our roads,” 
says Duffy.  

Over half of EV owners 
made the switch with 
the anticipation of lower 
running costs, and 81% of 
current owners say their 
operating costs are much 
cheaper. Environmental 
considerations were also a 
key factor. 

“Our research found that 
one of the more affordable 
electric vehicle brands 

ranked highly when it came 
to price and reliability, 
outstripping performance on 
some better-known petrol 
brands,” says Duffy. 

However, despite 56% of 
EV owners wanting lower 
running costs, 29% kept 
the same power plan after 
buying an EV, even though 
they would now be using 
more energy. 

“This highlights the 
importance of heading to 
Powerswitch to the fi nd the 
best deal for your energy 
needs. There are signifi cant 
savings to be made on power 
by shopping around,” says 
Duffy. 

The survey also explored 

how drivers feel about 
vehicle safety technology. 
Reversing cameras and 
sensors topped the list as 
respondents’ most valued 
safety features, while lane-
keeping assist was ranked 
the most annoying. 

For more insights into 
New Zealand’s best and 
worst cars, including 
reliable motoring, owner 
satisfaction, maintenance 
and repair costs, and the 
recipients of Consumer 
NZ’s annual People’s 
Choice awards, see the full 
survey results at consumer.
org.nz/products/ car-
reliability   

EV owners make the switch.
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www.rockgastaranaki.co.nz

Transform your home - all your hot water, space heating 
and cooking needs from your trusted local Rockgas supplier.
Count on us - reliable delivery of 45kg LPG cylinders to 
your home, business, or farm where ever you live.

Locally operated and 
proud to be part of 
your community 



Helping Taranaki families with a range of simple,  professional 
funeral services. With affordable caskets, urns & jewellery. 

Simple But 
Significant

233 Carrington St
New Plymouth

HarrisTaylor Ltd

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
Positive Action          

          
       Positive Results

67 High Street, Hawera

06 2785058

Style My Space
Drapes    Blinds    Shutters    Imported  Wallpapers

dot@stylemyspace.co.nz
76 Rata Street   Inglewood   Taranaki

Dorothy Collett
Decorator Consultant

0276 303 224

Consulting Taranaki Wide : Supply and Installation

Style My SpaceStyle My Space
Drapes    Blinds    Shutters    Imported  Wallpapers

Consulting Taranaki Wide : Supply and Installation
dot@stylemyspace.co.nz

76 Rata Street   Inglewood   Taranaki

Whanganui MP Carl 
Bates’ successful advocacy 
for a cell phone tower in 
Patea could be a model for 
cellphone coverage on the 
coast, it was suggested at the 
latest meeting of the Taranaki 
Coastal Community Board.

“The cell phone coverage 
in this area is atrocious,” 
Chris Harvey told the 
board at their March 11 
meeting which was held 
at the Oaonui Hall. “Carl 
Bates got a cellphone tower 
for Patea. Shouldn’t we be 
lobbying (New Plymouth 
MP) David MacLeod for one 
in Rahotu?”

The Opunake and Coastal 
News reporter noted “No 
Service” showing on his 

Black spots on Surf Highway aired at board meeting
phone at one point during 
the meeting. Chris told him 
after the meeting that it was 
not unusual for cellphone 
coverage to drop out three 
times while driving along 
the Surf Highway.

Deputy mayor Cr Rob 
Northcott said the Council 
had been lobbying for better 
cellphone coverage in Patea 
and Carl’s involvement 
had “moved it along.” He 
suggested people along the 
coast lobby David MacLeod.

“The more people lobbying 
the better.” 

Chris said he had contacted 
David MacLeod’s offi ce and 
been told he was the fi rst 
person to have brought up 
this issue.

the view of traffi c coming 
from the direction of 
Kaponga at the intersection 
of Tauhuri and Karaka 
Streets.

“Traffi c buzzes through 
there really fast,” she said.

Manaia issues also came 
up during the main part 
of the meeting. South 
Taranaki District Council 
group manager community 
services Rob Haveswood 
said the Council is looking 
at tenders for the demolition 
of the Manaia and District 
War Memorial Hall. There 

had been a community 
drop-in session organised 
by the community board 
where this was among the 
matters discussed. Other 
issues included the lack of a 
bus shelter. Kirsty Meynell 
said the hall offers some 
shelter for students waiting 
for their bus to turn up, but 
this would be gone after the 
hall was demolished. Local 
residents had also spoken 
about the state of the town’s 
footpaths and trees, as well 
as staffi ng levels at the 
town’s swimming pools.

The Taranaki Coastal 
Community Board declined 
two of the three district-
wide funding applications 
that came before it at their 
most recent meeting held at 
Oaonui on March 11. These 
were applications that had 
been sent to each of the four 
community boards in the 
South Taranaki District.

“Do you feel we have 
enough information?” 
asked board chair Andy 
Whitehead. “If they are 
going to ask for thousands 
of dollars then they need 
to come to each individual 
board.”

“I feel we’ve missed the 
opportunity to ask questions 
of the applicants,” said 
board deputy chair Monica 
Willson.

The subject of Community 
Board funding had come 
up earlier in the meeting. 
South Taranaki District 
Council policy project co-
ordinator Tanille Drysdale 
was giving a presentation 
on the three year review 
of the Long Term Plan. 
For this year’s Annual 
Plan there was a predicted 
6.2% rates increase, but a 
workshop with councillors 
was looking at getting this 
number down to around 
5.9%. Andy Whitehead 
asked if this could affect 
the amount of discretionary 
funding which community 
boards could allocate. South 

Cr Northcott said better 
cellphone coverage was 
something that Mayor Phil 
Nixon had been lobbying 
for.

Chris Harvey also brought 
up the matter of policing on 
the coast and said the coast 
seemed to be overrepresented 
in crime and bad behaviour. 
One example of this was 
a recent confrontation 
between police and people 
attending a car meet on Kina 
Road. He noted that in one 
18-month period there had 
been three murders in the 
Opunake area.

Cr Northcott said he and 
Mayor Nixon regularly meet 
with senior police to discuss 
issues to deal with local 

crime.
Board deputy chair Monica 

Willson said she had been 
told police resources are 
allocated on the basis of 
crime statistics.

“The biggest problem 
is apathy among the 
community about making 
reports,” she said. “People 
need to report so they can 
get the resources.”

In other matters brought up 
in the Open Forum part of 
the meeting Lisa Ison said 
she wanted to see more No 
Freedom Camping signs on 
country roads leading to the 
coast.

Manaia resident Diane 
Anderson commented on 
“rubbishy trees” obstructing 

Community Board say yes to Gardens application- 
but knock two others back

Taranaki District Council 
group manager community 
services Rob Haveswood 
said this had been looked at 
but it had been decided not 
to do anything, although 
there had been a reduction 
last year. The introduction 
of rate caps would also 
need to be considered, with 
South Taranaki looking at a 
potential four per cent rate 
cap.

Deputy mayor Rob 
Northcott said Community 
Board funding was a last 
resort, so he would encourage 
groups to seek funding from 
elsewhere before coming to 
the community boards.

The fi rst application from 
Sustainable Taranaki was 
declined, after the Eltham-
Kaponga Community 

Board had voted $1500 
and Te Hawera had voted 
$2000.  Cr Janet Fleming 
said the money being asked 
for looked too much like a 
wage, which is ineligible for 
funding.

An application from Horses 
Helping Humans was also 
knocked back after Eltham-
Kaponga had voted $2060 
and Te Hawera had declined 
funding. Monica Willson 
said it appeared their only 
funding was to come through 
the community boards.

“We’re a last resort, not the 
initial funding provider. It’s 
a fantastic service and lots 
of rangatahi have benefi tted. 
This is not a judgment on 
them.”

Board member Kirsty 
Meynell also said the money 

being asked for with this 
application looked too much 
like a wage.

The board voted $1792 
for the Taranaki Garden 
Trust after Eltham-Kaponga 
had voted $1300 and Te 
Hawera voted $1500. Andy 
Whitehead said this refl ected 
the number of participating 
gardens from the Taranaki 
Coastal Ward in the Taranaki 
Fringe Garden Festival.

The funding application by the Taranaki Garden Trust 
was the only successful district-wide application coming 
before the Taranaki Coastal Community Board. 

Local news, local people, 
local businesses, local 
sport, local arts and 

events. 
Delivered free around 
the mountain every 

fortnight.

editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

accounts@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
Phone: 06 761 7016

23 Napier St, Opunake
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3 Sunley St, Borrell Park, New Plymouth
06 753 6910  |  info@swd.nz  |  www.swd.nz

FOR ALL YOUR ALUMINUIM JOINERY NEEDS - 
NEW BUILDS, RENOVATIONS, INSERT 
JOINERY, RETROFIT DOUBLE GLAZING, 
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

Home Ki� & Retail 
Specialist

Phone 06 272 8106 or 
027 341 2774

12 Mawhitiwhiti Road, 
Normanby

www.normanbybutchery.co.nz

Pop in store and see Amy or
contact via phone or email

06 765 7800

www.itmstratford.co.nz
enquiries@itmstratford.co.nz

QUALITY, DURABLE CUSTOM FARM & LIFESTYLE SHEDS

With over 50+ years building sheds, we can design a shed to match your needs, and stand up to Taranaki’s harsh conditions.
From haysheds to implement sheds, workshops to storage, Lifestyle and American barns we can do it all!

STRATFORD BATHROOM, TOILET, 
LAUNDRY INSPIRATION

Check our our fabulous showroom for more
renovation inspo, showcasing products from
NZ’s most trusted and respected brands

•  KITCHENS  •  ALL KITCHEN HARDWARE  •  STAIRS  
• WOODEN WINDOW REPAIRS  • WARDROBE SYSTEMS  

• SHOP COUNTERS  • LAUNDRY CABINETRY  

BRENT & JO RUSS 
06 765 4058  |  021 167 7037 

78 Portia Street, Stratford
in2kitchens@xtra.co.nz
www.in2kitchens.co.nz

 Research led by mānuka 
honey company Comvita 
has found that 5 years after 
replanting a farm’s grazing 
fi elds with mānuka, there 
was a similar variety of 
animals living there to 
in decades-old mānuka. 
Scientists also recorded 
more bat calls in the 5-year-
old mānuka than in the fi elds, 
and found that a stream near 

 The PSA is calling on 
all MPs to sign a pledge 
promising to oppose a law 
change that will slash the 
pay and leave entitlements of 
tens of thousands of working 
people being debated in 
Parliament.

The fi rst reading of the 
Employment Leave bill, 
which seeks to replace the 
Holidays Act, was recently 
held.

Under the bill employees 
who regularly work overtime 
or pick up extra hours will 
have less leave than they do 
under the current law. Any 
work outside of ‘contracted 
hours’ will not accrue sick or 
annual leave.

“We are asking all MPs 
from each party in Parliament 
to sign a pledge that they will 
not support any changes that 
will leave workers worse 
off,” said Fleur Fitzsimons, 

PSA calls on MPs to sign pledge to stop cuts to holidays and pay for thousands of workers
National Secretary for the 
Public Service Association 
Te Pūkenga Here Tikanga 
Mahi.

“Most MPs from across 
the political spectrum 
like to think they come to 
Wellington to make the lives 
of New Zealanders better, 
not worse, so we are hopeful 
our pledge will get wide 
support.”

“Anybody who works 
irregular hours or gets 
irregular pay will suffer if 
these changes are passed. 
No MP should support these 
changes, and this pledge 
is a chance for them, as 
individual decision-makers 
representing communities 
all over New Zealand, to 
show the public whether 
they stand for working 
people.”

The PSA represents many 
of the people who would be 
worse off, including those 

working in hospitals, those 
caring for mental health 
patients, corrections offi cers, 
staff keeping our borders 
secure, care and support 
workers looking after our 
most vulnerable, and library 
workers running the beating 
hearts of our communities.

“These people all undertake 
vital work supporting 
communities up and down 
New Zealand and keeping 
us safe. How is cutting leave 
entitlements fair in a cost-of-
living crisis when household 
budgets are under more 
pressure than ever?” said 
Fitzsimons.

“Part time workers are 
particularly badly affected, 
many of whom are women. 

This is the latest war on 
women from a Minister and 
Government that cancelled 
pay equity settlements in the 
dead of night with no prior 
notice.”

The bill will cut the amount 
many workers are paid while 
on leave. Leave pay won’t 
account for commissions, 
bonuses, or occasional 
allowances, and if you take 
leave for a shift where you’d 
paid more than one rate, 
you’ll get the lowest rate for 
the entire period of leave.

The Government is also 
proposing cutting leave for 
people who’ve been on ACC 
compensation, and no longer 
providing a full day in lieu 
for people working shorter 

shifts on public holidays.
“This so-called attempt to 

simplify leave entitlements 
is simply giving a leg up 
to exploitation - employers 
will take more from workers 
while giving less in return,” 
said Fitzsimons. “This is just 
more from a government 
prioritising the profi ts of its 
business mates over the pay 
of workers.

“Let’s not forget that 
on top of cancelling pay 
equity, workers are suffering 
after the Government has 
suppressed minimum wage 
rises, stripped away their job 
security, and is also trying to 
undermine their health and 
safety.

“Working people deserve 

holidays, and they deserve 
to be paid properly for them. 
The PSA will campaign 
against this attack on leave 
entitlements and make sure 
everyone knows how this 
bill would leave so many 
people worse off.

“We are also reaching out 
to New Zealand First and 
its leader Winston Peters, 
who has repeatedly claimed 
to support the interests of 
working people. He had a 
chance to block the Fire at 
Will Bill and didn’t help 
working people then. We 
hope now he can work 
constructively with unions 
to stop this latest anti-
worker bill.”

Planting mānuka might bring birds, 
bats and insects back to farms

a mānuka forest on the farm 
was cleaner, with more 
water critters than one in 
the fi elds.  While they only 
looked at one farm, the 
scientists say converting 

grazing fi elds into mānuka 
forests for honey collecting 
could have positive effects 

on the ecosystem
New Zealand Journal of 

Ecology 

Mānuka.
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Cath Matthews

cath@taranakiharcourts.co.nz
027 666 8425

Exciting Okato Lifestyle Subdivision! Be quick to choose your new Lot from this
well positioned subdivision located on the immediate outskirts of Okato village. A
pleasing north facing outlook embraces the surrounding farmland with spectacular
mountain views. With 6 flat to slightly sloping lots to choose from between 4000m2 (I
acre approx.) and 1.23 hectares you can look forward to designing your dream home.
Ample room for pets and ponies. Surf breaks, mountain trails, cafes, schools nearby.

Okato, Lots 1-6 Gossling Street
Tender closes Thursday 16 April, 4.00pm
at 51 Devon Street West, New Plymouth
(no prior sale) 
View Sunday 29 March 1.00-2.00pm 
www.harcourts.co.nz/L33977586

Team Taranaki Ltd Licensed Agent REAA 2008

TENDER

Cath Matthews

cath@taranakiharcourts.co.nz
027 666 8425

Picture Perfect Lifestyle. A wide sweep of magnificent views from mountain to the
coast is the main feature of the building site on this 1.7ha lifestyle block located on the
outskirts of Okato village. Embrace rural living with space to build your home on the
elevated platform, plant gardens, orchards or whatever your heart desires! Surfing
beaches, walking trails, schools and cafes all located near by.

Okato, Lot 1/2303 South Road
Tender closes Thursday 16 April, 4.00pm
at 51 Devon Street West, New Plymouth
(no prior sale) 
View Sunday 29 March 2.15-2.45pm 
www.harcourts.co.nz/L26326340

Team Taranaki Ltd Licensed Agent REAA 2008

TENDER
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He karere tā te Kaunihera ō Taranaki ki te Tonga  News from the South Taranaki District Council

Tuia TaitongaTuia Taitonga

Southlink

Water Services Committee
Monday 30 March, 1pm

Risk and Assurance Committee
Wednesday 1 April, 1pm

Ordinary Council 
Wednesday 15 April, 4pm

Eltham-Kaponga Community Board
Tuesday 28 April, 10.30am
Taumata Recreation Centre
Preston Street, Eltham

Te Hāwera Community Board
Tuesday 28 April, 4pm
Hāwera Senior Citizens Association
81 Victoria Street, Hāwera

Taranaki Coastal Community Board
Wednesday 29 April, 10.30am
Manaia Golf Club, Bennett Drive, 
Manaia

Pātea Community Board
Wednesday 29 April, 4pm
Aotea Utanganui, 127 Egmont 
Street, Pātea

Unless otherwise specified, 
meetings are held in 
the Council Chamber, 
Administration 
Building, Albion 
Street, Hāwera.

Upcoming Meetings

Council is urging residents to take extra care when disposing of 
batteries, vapes, and any items containing batteries, following two 
recent fires at the Hāwera Transfer Station. 
Council’s Environment and Sustainability Manager Cindy Koen says 
both fires were caused by vapes containing batteries being placed 
in kerbside rubbish bins. 
“While our crews were able to contain the fires quickly, they 
highlight just how dangerous these items can be when they’re 
thrown out with general rubbish,” says Cindy. “Batteries are found 
in everyday portable, rechargeable devices, which is why they so 
often end up in household rubbish by mistake.” 
How to safely dispose of batteries and vapes:  
• Drop off batteries, battery embedded or small devices at 

Battery Collection Stations at the Hāwera Administration 
Building or at the Eltham/Ōpunakē/Pātea LibraryPlus. 

• Small quantities (up to 500g) of household batteries can be 
taken to the Hāwera Transfer Station for free. 

• Return used vapes to participating stores that offer a take-back 
programme.  

• Dispose of larger volumes of batteries, vapes, and battery 
embedded devices at the Hāwera Transfer Station for a small 
fee.  

Residents who are unsure can visit www.southtaranaki.com/
recyclingsearch to find the correct disposal method for their 
battery items. 
Most common items that contain batteries: 
• Mobile phones and smartphones  
• Laptops and tablets 
• Power banks/portable chargers  
• Wireless earbuds and headphones  
• E-readers (Kindles)  
• Digital cameras and camcorders  
• Electric toothbrushes  
• Rechargeable shavers and hair trimmers  
• Handheld vacuum cleaners  
• Cordless power tools (drills, sanders, hedge trimmers, etc.)  
• Vapes / e-cigarettes  
• Electric scooters, bikes, and skateboards  
• Drones and remote-control toys  
• Camping lanterns and rechargeable torches  
• Bluetooth speakers 
• Smartwatches and fitness trackers  
• Car key fobs  

Autumn Propagation Workshop

Saturday 11 April, 10am - 12noon 
at Manaia Maara Kai, 30 South 

Road, Manaia. 
Visit www.southtaranaki.com/
gardenseries for more details. 

Happening Holidays: School Holiday Programme for April
Need to keep the kids busy these school holidays? Council is rolling out its Happening 
Holidays School Holiday Programme – your go to guide for fun activities happening 
across the District this April. 
Kids can try something new with roller skating, cupcake decorating, or even a special 
rugby training session led by the Taranaki Rugby Football Union (TRFU). New to the 
programme this year is the Golden Egg Easter Hunt, where children aged 5 – 13 years 
can hop into their local LibraryPlus to find a hidden golden egg and win a free book 
to take home.  

“We’ve got a great mix of activities to suit a range of interests and ages. It’s a 
fantastic way to keep tamariki busy, active and having fun during the holiday break,” 
says council’s operations manager - property and facilities Johan Gray.  
Some activities require registrations, so be sure to check the programme for 
details. Bookings can be made at the South Taranaki i-SITE (inside Te Ramanui o 
Ruapūtahanga on High Street) or at the TSB Hub in Hāwera. Spaces are limited for 
popular events, so get in early and don’t miss out! Find out more at 
www.southtaranaki.com/happeningholidays

Kerbside collection will continue as normal over the public holiday, so please put your bins out on your usual day. 
Visit www.southtaranaki.com/easter for more information on Council facility open hours.  

Easter Holiday Kerbside Collection

Council urges residents to dispose of 
batteries and vapes safely after two fires

South Taranaki Business 
Park reaches major 
milestone
The South Taranaki Business Park achieved a significant milestone 
in February with the completion of “the quadrant”. After almost 
two years of construction and extensive planning before that, 
Fitzgerald Road, Houston Road (formerly Little Waihi Road), and 
Kerry Road are now fully complete. 

Remaining work includes connecting Fitzgerald Road with Glover 
Road and building a new intersection.  
South Taranaki businesses have room, infrastructure and 
confidence to stay, grow and thrive within the district. Council’s 
business development manager, Scott Willson, says the 
development reflects careful planning and a clear, long-term 
commitment to supporting local enterprise. 
“This development is about creating the right environment for 
businesses to succeed. Industry told us what they needed, the 
feasibility work backed it up, and the Business Park is delivering on 
that evidence. It’s a strategic, future-focused asset that will support 
growth for decades to come.” 

www.southtaranaki.com 
0800 111 323 (24/7)

Kerry Road are now fully complete. 

details. Bookings can be made at the South Taranaki i-SITE (inside Te Ramanui o 
Ruapūtahanga on High Street) or at the TSB Hub in Hāwera. Spaces are limited for 

Work on the Pātea Water Treatment Plant upgrade has now begun, 
marking an important step in improving the town’s water quality and 
treatment capacity. The $5.92million upgrade is expected to continue 
through to late 2026 and will future-proof water supply for the 
community. 

$5.9m Pātea Water Treatment 
Plant Upgrade Underway



OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS Thursday, March 26, 2026 STDC      23

We can only recycle 1, 2 or 5 
symbol on it. Other plastics need 
to go in the red wheelie bin.

Wrong Plastics

Recycling diverted from landfill

Have you 
downloaded the 
Antenno app? 
We’ll be sending 
weekly reminders 
straight to your 
cellphone!

www.southtaranaki.com/
antenno

Top five nasties 
found in  
recycling bins
Don't forget - recycling is hand sorted, so 
please make sure all recycling is clean.

Tātari atu Taranaki 
ki te Tonga

Sort it out,
South Taranaki

Recycling 
Review

Recycling needs 
to be left loose 
in your yellow-
lidded bin - do 

not bag them up

Autumn 2026 edition

All lids need to go in the red 
general waste wheelie bin.

Lids

Soft 'scrunchable' plastics can be 
dropped to Woolworths, Egmont 
Refuse and Recycling, or your 
red general waste bin.

Soft Plastics

Plastics need to be rinsed 
clean before putting into your 
recycling. 

Dirty Plastics

Waxed cartons (e.g. UHT 
Milk and McDonalds burger 
containers) need to go into the 
red general waste bin.

Waxed Cartons

Safely dispose of vapes and batteries
Safe disposal options include:South Taranaki District 

Council is urging residents 
to safely dispose of vapes 
and other items containing 
batteries after two fires at 
the Hāwera Transfer Station. 
Both incidents were caused 
by vapes being placed in 
kerbside rubbish bins.

Safe disposal options include:
• Dropping off lithium-ion batteries, battery-embedded or small 

devices at Battery Collection Stations at the Hāwera Administration 
Building or the Eltham, Ōpunakē, and Pātea LibraryPlus’.

• Taking small quantities (up to 500g) of vape batteries to the 
Hāwera Transfer Station for free.

• Returning used vapes to store take-back programmes. 
• Disposing of larger volumes of vapes at the Hāwera Transfer 

Station for a small fee.

Residents can check proper disposal methods online at 

www.southtaranaki.com/recyclingsearch

Manaia/
Kaponga

Ōpunakē CoastalHāweraNormanby ElthamŌkaiawa/
Ōhawe

Pātea/
Waverley
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Oaonui, Rāhotu. 
Pungarehu, Warea 

and Puniho

Amazing work!

Items in recycling bins that can't be recycled With a couple of tweaks, could easily reach 
the 85% goal

Need to take greater care with what goes in 
recycling bin 

Areas exceeding our goal of 85% of items in 
recycling bins are correct and recyclable

85% is where we want to get to

Do not put batteries or vapes into any of your bins.
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For Building, Fencing & Landscaping Supplies. 

25 North Street, Eltham 4322                       
Phone 06 764 7004                                       

Email: sales@elthamtimber.co.nz             
Open Mon - Fri  7.30am - 5.00pm 

Realising 
potential 

in every 
hectare.

Our team of rural 
property valuers 
have the insights 
and resources to 
provide expert 
valuation advice for 
all your rural real 
estate and property 
needs. 

From valuations and 
leasing assessments, 
through to estate 
planning.

TARANAKI  
RURAL VALUATIONS

06 757 5753

Christian Hipp
christian.hipp@cbre.com

Fraser Grant
fraser.grant@cbre.com

cbre.co.nz/rural

Proudly Taranaki based. Family owned. Built right. 

iBuilt for your farm. Sized to perform. 
Call us about custom effluent ponds and silage bunkers. Not sure when your septic tank 

was last cleaned?
That might be a sign to get it booked before 
a minor issue becomes a major headache.

Ring 0800 POOTAXI for a thorough and affordable 
septic tank cleaning service 

around New Plymouth, Stratford and 
South Taranaki Region.

Tel: 06 758 7977

Fax: 06 758 7952

Email: info@plumbtechtaranaki.co.nz

Contact Us

16 Oropuriri Road, Waiwhakaiho 
New Plymouth 4312

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30-17:30

When Awatuna farmers 
Philip and Lyneyre Hooper 
were encouraged to enter the 
Ballance Farm Environment 
Awards they were told that 
one advantage in doing 
so would be getting free 
feedback on their farming 

Years of hard work produce regional award
operations. They surprised 
themselves by being named 
the Taranaki Supreme 
Winners. They will go 
up against other regional 
winners in July for the 
Gordon Stephenson Trophy, 
which last year was won by 

Taranaki regional winner, 
Brendan Attrill of Huinga.

The judges described 
Philip and Lyneyre of the 
Hoopman Family Trust as 
“a great farming couple 
working and living on 
the land, while enhancing 
and protecting the natural 
resources that surround 
them.”

The Hoopers have a 
144ha (90ha effective) farm 
bordering Te Papa-Kura-
o-Taranaki National Park. 
Originally a sheep and beef 
unit, it is now used for dairy 

grazing.
 Judges said theirs was 

“a well-managed farming 
operation working with the 
high-altitude environment 
to enhance biodiversity…a 
great example of a low 
input farm operation which 
takes account of the fragile 
nature of the area, while still 
maintaining a productive 
pasture-based system.”

The Hoopers are also 
involved with the Awatuna/
Auroa Catchment Group.

This is the fi rst time they 
have entered the awards. 
Philip says Vanessa LeProu, 
who with husband Jacques 
graze stock on the Hooper 
farm had encouraged them 
to enter. 

“She said we have a unique 
story and if you enter you 
get feedback on how you’re 
doing,” recalls Philip.

The land on which the farm 
is based was once classed as 
unfarmable. Philip’s father 
Ian had leased it, and then 
with wife Barbara bought 
it in 1962. They brought in 
a house for which they paid 
60 pounds. Back then there 

was no power or water says 
Philip.

In 1996 the Department 
of Conservation bought 
280h of bush remnant off 
the Hoopers and together 
with land purchased from 
neighbour Ray Lynskey 
added it to what was then the 
National Park.

Ian and Barbara retired and 
leased the farm out. In 2002 
Phil and Lyneyre took up the 
lease and bought it a year 
later.

In 2007 they had enough 
equity to buy 270 cows and 
went 50:50 sharemilking for 
Lyneyre’s parents Russell 
and Lois Simpson at Kina 
Road, Oaonui. They were 
there for 10 years. Lyneyre 
worked the farm while 
Philip continued teaching 
at Opunake High School. 
All the while they were 
continuing to develop the 
Awatuna property.

When they took over there 
were only four troughs, large 
paddocks and no races.

“The stock would have 
plenty of fresh water, but 
the trouble is it came straight 

from the river,” says Philip.
Since then the Hoopers 

have embarked on an 
extensive programme of 
fencing, riparian planting 
and stock exclusion. They 
have also introduced more 
mixed grass species. 

Today all rivers are fenced, 
and all paddocks have 
reticulated water. Samples 
show that the water leaving 
their farm is the same as 
when it enters from the 
National Park. There is a lot 
more birdlife, particularly 
tui, kereru and fantails, 
assisted by the riparian 
corridors which the Hoopers 
have created.

The Hoopers have retired 
32ha of wetland forest 
remnant. Lyneyre says the 
tree life is something that 
she and Philip appreciate.

“There are beautiful 
patches of bush,” she says. 
“There’s no way we would 
ever want to touch them.”

Philip has put his DIY 
skills to good use on the 
farm, including making a 
sprayer from which their 

Continued page 25.

Philip and Lyneyre Hooper scoop prizes at the Ballance Farm Environment Awards.

Continued from page 24.

 Reesby books his second spot at Grand Final
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Conditions apply, see online for details.

147 GLOVER ROAD 
HAWERA

PHONE 06-278-4992 
AFTER HOURS: 
027 555 1869

organic liquid fertilisers 
are dispensed, as existing 
models were too expensive. 
Solar power is used for 
the house and the farm. 
Solar powered pumps have 
been installed, and mobile-
monitored fl ow meters can 
detect leaks instantly. 

Philip says he has been 
interested in getting an 
electric car, and after getting 
advice from Corban Gilham 
he is converting a Nissan 
Leaf for use on the farm.

In 1995 the wetland herb 
Gratiola Concinna was 

discovered on their farm, 
the fi rst recorded sighting 
in their area since 1886, 
introducing another project, 
which in the 30 years since 
then the Hoopers have, 
working with DOC, been 
actively involved in.

“It’s getting rarer as 
people have drained the 
wetlands and destroyed it,” 
says Lyneyre. 

Their efforts in fencing 
off and protecting the herb 
produced fruit when some 
plants from the Hooper 
farm were transferred to the 
Rotokare Sanctuary in 2024. 

Philip says they have been 
receiving reports on their 
progress since then and these 
have been encouraging. In 
return, Philip says he had 
long wanted to release a 
kiwi into the National Park 
and asked DOC if he could 
do so. Not only were they 
agreeable but they said he 
could provide a name, so he 
chose Ian.

The Hoopers say they have 
got a lot of satisfaction from 
what they have done.

“It’s been an enjoyable 
journey, but a lot of work,” 
says Lyneyre.

Years of hard work produce regional award

Continued page 25.

Continued from page 24.

David Reesby has pushed 
hard and secured his spot 
for Taranaki Manawatu at 
the Season 58 FMG Young 
Farmer of the Year Grand 
Final in New Plymouth.

Reesby, 25, was announced 
as the winner of the Taranaki 
FMG Young Farmer of 
the Year after  competing 
in a series of challenges at 
Feilding High School.

This win qualifi es him 
for his second Grand 
Final appearance, having 
previously competed in 
Season 54, where he fi nished 
seventh overall.

“I’m really excited to be 
heading back to the Grand 
Final,” Reesby explains. 
“There’s a lot of work to be 
done between now and then, 
and you’ve got to fi nd the 
time to make it happen even 
with a full time job as well.

“I tried to have fun out 
there on Saturday, I had a 
bit of trouble with the bale 
on the Agri-sports but got it 
done in the end”

“It was good to be 
challenged, I didn’t really 
know what to expect when 
I got out there but I tried 
to make sure I had a good 
average across everything”.

After competing in Grand 
Final in 2022, and convening 
across his region, Reesby 
had a bit more experience 
under his belt and an 
understanding of how the 
Contest works.

“I’ve had a bit of a 
break between when I last 
competed but helping in 
the background across the 
last few years has defi nitely 
helped”

“Even in our day to day 

 Reesby books his second spot at Grand Final

jobs, I tried to think of 
scenarios that could be 
applied in the competition, 
so when it was busy with 
work we were still doing 
prep”.

 Participants entered one 
of three categories based 
on age, ranging from the 
AgriKidsNZ competition 
for primary school pupils, 
the Junior Young Farmer 
of the Year for High School 
Students, and the tightly 
fought Young Farmer of the 
Year category, where eight 
contestants battled it out for 
the top spot.

Reesby edged his way 
to victory by clocking up 
the most points on the day, 
defeating Central Taranaki 
Young Farmers member 
Ethan Muir. Josh Wilkinson 
from Fitzherbert Young 
Farmers claimed third place.

With a number of 
individual challenges 
thrown their way, including 

a head-to-head, general 
knowledge ‘buzzer-style’ 
quiz and sponsor-led 
modules, contestants were 
tested on a broad range of 
practical skills, technical 
know-how, and their ability 
to cope under pressure.

With the Grand Final just a 
few months away, Reesby’s 
preparation is underway.

“I know I’ve got to start 
making the time for this 
now, so while work is busy 
it will just mean other things 
will take a bit of a back seat”

“I’ll be busy studying now 
till Grand Final and fi guring 
out what I need to achieve in 
between now and then”

The AgriKidsNZ 
competition was another 
crowd-favourite. After a 
busy morning with over 
90 primary school children 
being challenged to their 
industry know-how, Jaxon, 
Elise and Riley from 
Hunterville School emerged 

as the region’s victors.
Ben, Sam and Elsie-Rose 

from Waituna West School 
placed 2nd and Josh, Louis 
and Hunter from Halcombe 
School took out 3rd place 
and will be making their way 
to Grand Final

Meanwhile, in the FMG 
Junior Young Farmer of 
the Year competition, Kate 
Hopkins (Feilding Area High 
School and Tabitha Askin 
from Palmerston North 
Girls High School took out 
the title of Aorangi FMG 
Junior Young Farmers of the 
Year, ahead of Logan Baker 
and Daniel Volkerling from 

Feilding Area High School.
Along with Reesby, the 

top AgriKidsNZ and FMG 
Junior teams will now 

David Reesby competing in the Taranaki-Manawatu fi nal Head to Head.

represent the Taranaki 
Manawatu region in 
July’s Grand Final in New 
Plymouth

Local news, Local people, 
local businesses, local 
sport, local arts and 

events. 
Delivered free around 
the mountain every 

fortnight.

06 761 7016

Local news, Local people, 
local businesses, local 
sport, local arts and 

events. 
Delivered free around 
the mountain every 

fortnight.

06 761 7016
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Built for heavy vehicles

Fast installation

Durable, long-lasting concrete

Custom sizes available

BRIDGES &
CULVERTS
BUILT TO LAST

TALK TO OUR
TEAM TODAY

Farms Flow Better
with Humes

steve.grenfell@humes.co.nz
john.reid@humes.co.nz

0800 4 BRIDGES
0800 427 434

www.humes.co.nz

WITH
WINWINWIN

HURRY, 
OFFER ENDS 

30 JUNE 
2026

A SUZUKI KING QUAD 400 A SUZUKI JR80 YOUTH BIKE

ANY LANDINI 
TRACTOR TO

ANY LANDINI 
TRACTOR TO

BUY DEMO

WIN WIN* *

Norwood Hāwera
(06) 278 6159   283 Waihi Road

Norwood New Plymouth
(06) 757 5582   146 Gill Street

*Offer only available at Norwood New Plymouth, Hawera, Palmerston North, Hastings and Masterton on new Landini tractors purchased or demonstrated  
before 30th June 2026. For full terms and conditions visit https://www.norwood.co.nz/offers-and-finance/current-promotions/win-with-landini.

Horticulture New Zealand 
(HortNZ) has released its 
2026 election manifesto, 
outlining priorities to 
support the sector’s growth, 
resilience, and contribution 
to New Zealand’s food 
security and export revenue.

“The horticulture sector 
is essential to the health 
of New Zealanders and 
contributes signifi cantly to 
our economy,” says HortNZ 
chief executive Kate Scott.

“The Ministry for Primary 

Horticulture New Zealand sets out 
election priorities for the sector

Industries’ latest Situation 
and Outlook for Primary 
Industries (SOPI) report 
forecasts horticulture export 
revenue will rise fi ve per 
cent to $9.2 billion in the 
year to 30 June 2026. 

“Together with 
Government, industry, 
Māori and science partners, 
the sector aims to double 
the farmgate value of 
horticulture production by 
2035.

“To achieve this, we need 
practical policy settings 
including strengthening 
biosecurity and crop 

protection access, cutting 
red tape, ensuring 
sustainable water security, 
building a skilled workforce, 
supporting fair grocery 
markets and investing in 
critical infrastructure.

“Our growers are 
committed to meeting 
environmental and food 
safety standards, but 
current regulations are often 
ineffi cient. 

“Streamlined processes, 
clear national direction, 
and recognition of trusted 
industry standards can 
reduce compliance burdens 
while maintaining strong 
outcomes.

“By backing growers 
and removing unnecessary 
barriers, New Zealand can 
strengthen its food system, 
support regional growth, and 
ensure horticulture continues 
to contribute to wellbeing, 
regional economies, and 
export growth.”

Key priorities outlined in 
the manifesto

• S t r e n g t h e n i n g 
biosecurity and access to 

crop protection tools
• Supporting food 

production by cutting red 
tape and duplication

• Sustainable and 
enduring water security and 
climate adaptation

• Building a skilled 
and sustainable workforce

• Ensuring fair, 
competitive grocery markets

• Investing in critical 
infrastructure that enables 
horticulture.

“A future-focused 
horticulture sector underpins 
New Zealand’s long-term 
economic goals, from 
increasing productivity 
and diversifying exports 
to building a low-
emissions economy 
with strong international 
competitiveness,” says Scott. 

“With consistent policy, 
fair markets, secure water 
and workforce settings, 
and access to modern tools, 
horticulture can remain one 
of New Zealand’s standout 
sectors.”

  
HortNZ chief executive 
Kate Scott

Wellbeing Fund a ‘game changer’

Federated Farmers say 
today’s announcement of a 
$4 million rural wellbeing 
fund will be an absolute 
game changer for rural 

Federated Farmers president 
Wayne Langford says.

“There are some amazing 
organisations out there 
doing great work in our 
communities, but there have 
been real issues with central 
coordination and longer-
term certainty of funding.

“Full credit goes to the 
Government. They’ve 
recognised there’s a need 
and have really stepped up 
to partner with those existing 
grassroots organisations, 
providing fi nancial support.”

Langford says it’s no secret 
that mental health is a major 
issue for farmers and rural 
communities, with many 
factors contributing to that.

“Living in more remote 
communities, limited digital 
connectivity, reduced access 
to mental health services and 
healthcare, and the day-to-
day stresses and pressures of 
farming all play a role.

“We’ve been aware of these 
challenges for a long time 
now, and a lot of different 
initiatives have popped up to 
meet a real need in our rural 
communities.

“It’s great to see the 
Government recognise that 
they don’t have to reinvent 
the wheel or develop their 
own programmes for rural 
New Zealand, run centrally 
out of Wellington.

 

mental health and wellbeing.
“This funding will do so 

much good for rural New 
Zealand and help a lot 
of people who need it,” 

Wayne Langford and Todd McClay.

Local news, Local people, 
local businesses, local 
sport, local arts and 

events. 
Delivered free around 
the mountain every 

fortnight.

06 761 7016
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Boost growth. 
Lock in your 
N-Protect today.
Now’s a great time to spread, and an even better time for N-Protect. 
It’s smart-coated, so more nitrogen gets to the roots for stronger 
growth and less waste. Together we’ll make a plan to help you get 
the feed you need (and maybe even a little extra).

Call 0800 100 123 or talk to your agri manager today.

Wellbeing Fund a ‘game changer’
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Topdressing (Bulk & Bagged)
Liquid Fertilising 
Seeding
Weed Spraying
Pasture/Crop Spraying
Forestry Spraying
Spot Spraying
Aerial Lifting
Aerial Survey 

CONTACT US
06 755 1685 021 324 283
taranaki@skyworkhelicopters.com

AGRICULTURAL SERVICES:

ANTI-DRIFT SPRAY TECHNOLOGY
DIFFERENTIAL GPS ACCURACY

Bryan Goodin & Sheldon Keech
SERVICING FARMERS 

ON THE COAST
• Weekly Wednesday Sales: All classes 

of stock  
 • Weaner Dairy Beef Sales: 

Thursday fortnightly 
Goodie: 027 531 8511
Keechy: 027 222 7920  

It’s been a year of contrasts 
so far for our climate with 
January recording well 
above normal rainfall while 
February saw 40% less than 
usual, according to Taranaki 
Regional Council (TRC) 
fi gures.

On average last month, 
there was 69.1mm of rainfall 
which ranged from 68% 
less than rain than normal 
at Pātea at Stratford, and 
10% more at Kotare at 
OSullivans.

Year-to-date rainfall is 
lowest at Stony at Mangatete 
Bridge with 20% less 
rainfall than normal, Tawhiti 
at Duffys has had the highest 
year-to-date rainfall with 

February brings respite from January rains
42% more rainfall than 
normal and on average there 
has been 19% more rainfall 
than normal across all rain 
gauges. 

Mean river fl ows for 
February were 23.9% greater 
than typical values, low 
fl ows were 82.6% greater, 
and high fl ows 56.2% lower 
than typical values while 
mean river (non-mountain) 

water temperatures were 
17.6°C, an average of 0.5°C 
cooler than long-term values 
for the month. 

The maximum air 
temperature recorded was 
29.4°C at Brooklands Zoo 
at New Plymouth on 12 
February, but the average air 
temperature (excluding Te 
Maunga sites) was 16.8°C, 
which is 0.7°C cooler than 

normal.  
February average wind 

speeds were 10.9km/hr, 
with average gust strength 
of 36.3km/hr, these were 
0.6km/hr lighter, and 
0.1km/hr weaker than 
the long-term average. 
The maximum wind gust 
recorded in February was 
108.1km/hr at Waiwhakaiho 
at Hillsborough on 15 
February.

Fonterra Co-operative 
Group Ltd has announced 
that Chief Executive Offi cer 
Miles Hurrell has resigned. 

Chair Peter McBride says 
that after a 25-year career 
with Fonterra, including 
eight years as CEO, Miles 
has decided that the time is 
right for him to leave the 
Co-op.

“When he was appointed 
CEO in 2018, Miles was 
tasked with leading a reset 
of the business to turn 
around Fonterra’s fi nancial 
performance and rebuild 
farmers’ trust.

“Under Miles’ leadership 
the team has done that and 

Miles to go
more. From day one, Miles 
was able to unite the team 
under a single purpose and 
drive performance right 
across the business, setting 
the Co-op up for the future.

“On behalf of the Board, 
I thank Miles for his 
courageous leadership. He 
has overseen a signifi cant 
strategic reset, focused on 
getting the Co-op back to its 
core strengths. In doing so 
he has helped lift Fonterra’s 
fi nancial discipline and built 
the strong foundations the 
Co-op has today.

“I know I echo the 
sentiment of farmers when 
saying that Miles will leave 

with sincere thanks for his 
25 years of loyalty and best 
wishes for the future,” says 

Miles Hurrell

Mr McBride.
Miles Hurrell says it has 

been an incredible privilege 
to have a long career with 
Fonterra which he has 
enjoyed immensely.

“When I took the role 
of CEO, I understood our 
fi nancial results are not just 
numbers but the livelihood 
of thousands of New Zealand 
farming families. 

I have always felt a great 
sense of responsibility to do 
what’s right for farmers and 

I believe the Co-op is now in 
a really good place.

“While it’s not an easy 
decision to step away, the 
time is right for both the 
Co-op and me personally. 
Fonterra’s entering the 
next phase in its strategic 
implementation, which 
marks a natural turning point 
for a new leader to step in 
while I consider what’s next 
for me.

“I know that the business 
will be in good hands. 
There’s an exceptional team 

of people who will carry the 
Co-op forward and continue 
to drive value for farmers,” 
says Mr Hurrell.

Peter McBride says Miles 
has a six-month notice 
period, which enables 
an organised leadership 
transition.

“Board and management 
regularly discuss succession 
as part of good governance 
practices. We are confi dent 
we can run a robust selection 
process and appoint a new 
CEO in the coming months,

 says Mr McBride.
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theboatshopnp@gmail.com
22c SUNLEY STREET

NEW PLYMOUTH

027 828 7726 Drew
021 026 85764 Dan

YOUR LOCAL MARINE 
REPAIRS WORKSHOP

We service all brands, makes and models.  
Something broken? We’ll fix it!  

Need something? 
We have access to all your marine needs. 

Give us a call and we’ll get you sorted!
Ice and bait for sale.

A proud moment for 
Ōpunakē and the wider 
coastal community, local 
teenager Harry Rankin has 
been selected to attend the 
New Zealand Under-20 
Rugby Development Camp, 
a signifi cant step on the 
national rugby pathway.

Harry, who attended 
Ōpunakē High School, 
fi rst made his mark in the 
First XV, helping lead 
the team to success in the 
Taranaki Secondary Schools 
competition. Coming from 
Ōpunakē High School, 
outside the traditional 
“New Plymouth rugby” 

Congratulations South Taranaki who won the Gibbs Cup Challenge.  
Association Croquet is played annually between South Taranaki and Manawatu. 
 This year it was played at Marton on Saturday March 21. 
Unlike most games this is decided on Total Hoops not wins. 
 South Taranaki got 153 hoops and Manawatu 145 hoops.

 It was great to welcome 
Patea Area School,  
Stratford High School and 
Te Paepae Aotea to croquet 
on Thursday  March 
12 at the Park Croquet 
Club. We had 82 students 
participate in both social 
and competitive grades. A 
lot of the students were new 
to the game and thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience.  A 
big thank you to our helpers 
who assisted during the 
games, help build skills 
and prepared and cooked 
the barbecue. Commented 
Carla, the TSSSA organiser, 
“The children got to choose 
different sports to try out. It 
was a very successful day 
and the students seemed to 
really enjoy it. There were 
some very keen students 
who wanted to stay on. 

                       Lois Smith

Former Ōpunakē High School student selected 
for NZ U20 Development Camp

OPUNAKE CONCRETE 2005 LTD
10 Tasman St, Opunake | James Brown: 027 314 6558

Round Trough 
ranging from 400 - 

1000 ltr

Oblong Trough 400 - 
1800 ltr

Liner 900-900, 
1200-900, 1800-900

Culvert 900-900 

Sandtraps

Concrete slabs made 
to order - max size 

3.5 x 2.4m

• Couches                 • Paving Stones

No job too big!

No job too small! 

pathways, Harry’s selection 
is a testament to his work 
ethic and his belief that 
opportunity isn’t defi ned by 
the school you attend, but by 
the effort you put in.

Following school, Harry 
moved to Wellington to 
study a Diploma in Sport and 
Exercise, while continuing to 
pursue his rugby ambitions. 
He played Colts rugby for 
Petone Rugby Club, where 
his performances quickly 
saw him recognised at a 
higher level.

In 2025, Harry was 
selected for the Wellington 
Under-19 team, before 

earning a place in the 
Wellington Rugby Academy 
and progressing into the 
Under-20 environment. His 
latest selection into the New 
Zealand U20 Development 
Camp places him among the 
top young rugby players in 
the country.

Standing at 6ft and 
weighing 115kg, Harry 
plays in the front row and 

is known for his physicality, 
work rate, and commitment 
to continual improvement.

For many in the 
community, his journey is 
particularly special.

“It shows that you don’t 
have to come from a big 
school or a traditional 
pathway to make it,” a local 
supporter said. “Harry’s 
done it through hard work, 

backing himself, and taking 
opportunities when they’ve 
come.”

The New Zealand U20 
Development Camp brings 
together around 100 of the 
country’s most promising 
players, with the aim of 
identifying those who will 
go on to represent New 
Zealand at the World Rugby 
Under-20 Championship.

While there is still a 
long road ahead, Harry’s 
selection is already a 
signifi cant achievement 
— and one that refl ects not 
only his dedication, but also 
the support of his family, 
coaches, and community 
along the way.

Ōpunakē will be watching 
with pride as his journey 
continues.

Taranaki Secondary School Sports Association (TSSSA) croquet event

TSSA having a crack at Croquet.

Southerners take mallet to Manawatu
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Call: (06) 757 8380 
Fortnightly Visiting Clinic: CoastalCare
26 Napier St, Opunake | keenaudiology.nz

Hear the sounds  
you love the most
When it comes to hearing aids, one size does 
not fit all. As an independent clinic, we work 
with all major hearing aid brands and can  
help you find a solution that suits your  
needs, lifestyle and budget.

Adults $5, Gold Card Friday $2.50, Under 16 Free

INSPIRATION FOR YOUR HOME, GARDEN &
LIFESTYLE. OVER 150 EXHIBITORS FEATURING

BUILDERS, KITCHENS, SOLAR SOLUTIONS, SPAS,
FLOORING, ARTISAN GOODS, FOOD, BEVERAGES,

HOME MAINTENANCE, PLANTS, HOMEWARES,
HEALTH & WELL-BEING & EVERYTHING IN-BETWEEN.

10-12 APRIL
TSB STADIUM, NEW PLYMOUTH

FRI & SAT 10-5, SUN 10-4

Enjoy exquisite
paintings and
captivating

sculptures at
the Art Show!

TARANAKI

(06) 753 9302
SHOWROOM | 69 Hurlstone Dr

NEW PLYMOUTH 4312

(06) 753 9302
enquiries@drapesandblindzdirect.co.nz

• ROLLERS

• SUNSCREENS

• CURTAINS

• AUTOMATION

• VENETIANS

• SHUTTERS

• EXTERNALS

• VERTICALS

• INSECT SCREENS

• BLIND CLEANING
 SERVICE AVAILABLE

PHONE:

      

See us at the Taranaki 
Home & Garden Show 

The Taranaki Home and 
Garden Show returns for 
its fourth year, quickly 
becoming a must-visit event 
for both exhibitors and 
visitors. Since launching 
in 2023, it has grown into 
a key platform for local 
and national businesses. 
In 2026, the Show is set to 
be bigger than ever, with 
150 exhibitors showcasing 
the best in products and 
services.

Hosted at TSB Stadium, 
the Show is the perfect 
place to gather ideas for 
your home, garden, and 
lifestyle. 

“No project is no problem,” 
says Marketing Manager 
Emily Shanley. “Whether 
you’re mid-renovation 
or just love browsing, 
there’s something here for 
everyone.” From robotic 
vacuums to spa pools, décor, 
art, wellness products, and 
delicious treats, there is 
plenty to explore. Show-
only specials, great coffee, 
tasty food, and family-
friendly entertainment make 
it a fun day out and a chance 
to score fantastic deals.

The list of fi rst time 
exhibitors is extensive this 
year, bringing fresh ideas 
to the Show including 
Plantation Bamboo with 
stylish decking, cladding, 
and fl ooring, Location 

Taranaki Home and Garden Show a must visit

Homes with new builds and 
house-and-land packages, 
Steel to Love with custom 
indoor and outdoor steel 
designs, and VAC Direct 
with the latest robot and 

cordless vacuums, and the 
list goes on.

Foodies are in for a treat with 
Juno Gin, Potter Brothers 
Chocolate, Mons Flavours, 
and The Original Smoke 

and Spice and so much 
more, while the Taranaki 
Art Show on the mezzanine 
fl oor adds another layer of 
creativity and inspiration 
for visitors. “It’s a fantastic 
opportunity for people to 
explore contemporary New 
Zealand art while they are 
at the Show. ”The 2026 
exhibition, presented by 
The Collaboration, features 
a talented mix of emerging 
and established artists from 
across Aotearoa, making it a 
must-visit for art lovers and 
fi rst-time visitors alike.”

The Taranaki Home and 
Garden Show is the ultimate 
destination to discover, 
connect, and get inspired. 
Lock it in your diaries today.

The Taranaki Art Show on the mezzanine fl oor.

There is plenty to explore at the Taranaki Home and Garden show.
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Delivered free around 
the mountain every 
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06 761 7016

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS Thursday, March 26, 2026 WHAT’S ON       31

   

Easter Services at Anglican Churches 

Good Friday 3 April – Combined Churches Walk of Witness 
  Eltham 8:30am starting at Baptist Church 
  Opunake 9am starting at Cenotaph  
  Stratford 9:30am starting at Baptist Church 
  Hawera 9:30am starting at Baptist Church 

Easter Day Sunday 5 April 
  9am St Barnabas Opunake 
  9am All Saints’ Eltham 
  8am and 10am St Mary’s Hawera 
  10am St George’s Patea 
  10:30am Holy Trinity Stratford 
  10:30am St John’s Kaponga 
 

Aspire R4
With over 15 models to choose from, they can mow any yard.

TS112
Husqvarana Series Engine - 13.8HP - 38” Cutting Deck

Aspire P5 Pruner
18V - 5’ Bar - 1/4” Chain

Your local authorised Husqvarna Dealer:

visit husqvarna.com today
5 YEAR DOMESTIC WARRANTY#

#Terms and Conditions apply, see HUSQVARNA.COM for details.

$1299

$5499 $379

Kit Price

134 Broadway North,  Stratford
06 765 6770 

stratfordmowers.co.nz

TS112

$5499

Aspire P5 Pruner

$379

“Make mow time, me time”“Make mow time, me time”

ST PAULS CHURCH,
CARTHEW STREET,

 OKATO
                   

Flowers to decorate cross

Live music

Easter Sunday 3rd April 10am

Followed by THREE C’S: 

CAKE, CHOCOLATE, COFFEE

Lesley Dowding 027318 5830

Family service all welcome
   

Come  fill your cup

Lotteries funding supports rural heritage work 

Studio portrait of two young Māori women and a young 
girl. The woman on the right has been identifi ed as Mere 
Iwi Tahi Ratahi. GNF2942.

Walk-through milking shed, Ōpunakē area, 1910s. GNF408.

John Feaver in Feaver’s Chemist, Ōpunakē. GNF3096 (above)

NPDC’s Puke Ariki is about 
to embark on a project to bring 
the stories of Ōpunakē and 
surrounding communities 
into the spotlight thanks to a 
grant from Te Tahua Taiao 
Ngā Taonga, the Lottery 
Environment and Heritage 
Fund.

The $200,000 grant will 

support the fi rst year of 
a two-year project to 
catalogue and digitise the 
highly signifi cant collection 
of 10,000 glass-plate 
negatives known as the 
‘Feaver Collection.’ 

These unique images 
of Ōpunakē and the 
surrounding rural areas 

span the period from the 
1890s to the 1940s, when 
the Feaver family ran a 
chemist in the coastal 
town, which incorporated a 
photographic service. 

“We are very grateful to 
the Lottery Environment 
and Heritage Fund for 
choosing to champion this 
rural heritage project, which 
will allow us to provide  
access to this unique 
photographic collection,” 
says Frith Williams, Puke 
Ariki Museum Director.

Williams says locals 
will gain rich insight into 
their collective past. The 
museum is also keen to 
hear from anyone who may 
know the names and stories 
of the people shown in the 
images. 

The team are hoping to 
have dedicated section on 
the website for the images 
soon but until then, people 
can explore Puke Ariki’s 
online collection to fi nd 
images in the Feaver 
Collection.  

Puke Ariki, meaning 
Hill of Chiefs, stands on a 
former prominent pā site in 
central New Plymouth.

It opened in 2003 as 
a combined library and 
museum—an innovative 
storehouse for Taranaki’s 
taonga and stories.

The museum presents both 
long-term and regularly 
changing exhibitions across 

six gallery spaces.
The central and community 

libraries offer many events 
designed to foster a love 
of reading, learning, and 
connection.

Puke Ariki also houses a 

research centre, restaurant 
and café, and the district’s 

Isite visitor information and 
ticketing hub
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Toi Foundation drop In weekly sessions, 11 am –
3pm every Wednesday

Come and meet with us and find out how to register,
apply or complete reports.

No appointment necessary

Where: Ōpunake Library, 43 Tasman Street

ŌPUNAKE DROP IN SESSIONS

683 Egmont Rd, NP | 027 447 0708

Mini Putt open every day during the school holidays
Luge and Museum open weekends 10am-4pm

 As part of their celebration 
of 80 years of community 
theatre, Hawera Repertory 
Theatre have put on an 
ambitious drama comedy, 
The Pink Hammer, written 
by the late Michelle Amas 
(1962-2016). Michele was 
an extraordinary talent who 
won many awards in acting, 
poetry and playwrighting.

 
When I saw the show on 

Saturday March 21, the sign 
said it all - A full house. 
Peter Meikle is the Director 
Designer, Clive Cullen the 
Production Manager and 
Sandra Richards the Stage 
Manager.

 As Act one opened I was 
struck by the excellent 
set – a man cave replete 
with carpentry tools 
(immaculately mounted), 
power tools, dart board, a 
beer fridge and even the 

The Pink Hammer portrays a feast of great acting

From left, Helen (Donnella Weir), Louise (Christine Cameron), Siobhan (Kristy 
Logan), Woody (Ron Scott), and Annabel (Kathryn van Gameren).

kitchen sink. Well-chosen 
music complements the 
proceedings throughout the 
show.

Apart from their excellence 
all the characters suited their 
parts to a t. First up was 
Louise (played by Christine 
Cameron) a nervous, 
overly talkative woman 
who immediately gets on 
the nerves of horse breeder 
Helen who is a cool customer. 
Siobhan (Kristy Logan) has 
a delightful Irish accent and 
a penchant for married men. 
Finally counsellor Annabel 
(Kathryn van Gameren), 
a strong feminist, appears 
to keep the other strong 
personalities in check.

These women arrive at the 
Pink Hammer workshop, 
having each paid a hefty 
$400 for carpentry tuition. 
However, it transpires their 
tutor Maggie has not turned 
up, having absconded with 
the tuition fees.

Unexpectedly, Maggie’s 
estranged husband Woody 
(Ron Scott), an unemployed 
carpenter arrives to spot the 
women who have invaded 
his man cave and explodes. 
He is especially outraged 
that Annabel has taken down 
his “sexist” girlie calendar. 
“You can all take off on your 
broomsticks,” he shouts.

More quietly, they respond 
by comparing him to one 
of the Seven Dwarves, 
“Grumpy I think.”

“He’s showing very poor 
impulse control,” comments 
Annabel.

There are many complex 
themes explored by the 

interaction and dialogue 
of the characters, such as 
overcoming insecurity, 
fi nding personal strength 
and challenging gender 
roles. Gradually, Woody 
and the women reach an 
understanding and he 
agrees to tutor them - 
notwithstanding some near 
mishaps as Louise almost 
runs someone through 
with a power drill which 
is (or isn’t!), “Just like an 
eggbeater.”

“Who put butter on my 
chisel,” complains Woody.

With several performances 
still on offer I won’t spoil 
things by revealing too much 
more, but Michele Amis’ 
own words are worthy of 
mention: “The Pink Hammer 
is outrageous, laughter-fi lled 
and heart-warming,” and 
“What happens to a bloke 
when his man shed is taken 
over by four women who 
want to get their hands on 
his tools.”

Great performances by 
all players, but perhaps 
Donnella Weir has the 
edge in her astute portrayal 
of an especially complex 
character in Helen. Ron 
Scott is simply brilliant in 
his role as Woody.

Well done to everyone 
who contributed to making 
this production a success, 
on both sides of the stage - 
including those responsible 
for the delicious supper at the 
interval. Last performance is 
Saturday March 28, so don’t 
miss out.

             Rolland McKellar
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With hundreds of young 
people/rangatahi getting 
ready for new ventures this 
year it’s a timely reminder 
to protect them from 
Meningococcal disease by 
getting them vaccinated 
for FREE in their fi rst year 
of close-living situations 
(including up to 3 months 
before).

Close-living situations 
include boarding schools, 
hostels, halls of residence, 
military barracks, and 
prisons.

Meningococcal disease 
can develop rapidly and 
be life-threatening. It can 
become deadly in just a 
few hours. People who 
survive meningococcal 

Protect them from Meningococcal disease
disease often have serious 
long-term effects, including 
amputation of limbs, hearing 
loss, seizures, brain injury, 
and permanent skin scarring.

The meningococcal 
vaccines protect against 
the bacteria that cause 
meningococcal disease so 
encourage your friends and 
whānau to get protected. 

There are a number of 
strains of meningococcus 
bacteria. The most common 
one in Aotearoa New 
Zealand is meningococcal B.

The meningococcal B 
vaccine is free for all:

• Pēpi / babies
• tamariki / children 

under 5 years old
• rangatahi ages 

13 to 25 years in their fi rst 
year of certain close-living 
situations.

You can also be immunised 
against other strains. Make 
an appointment with a 
doctor, nurse or healthcare 
provider or visit www.info.
health.nz/immunisations for 
more information.

 
South Taranaki District 

Council is rolling out 
its Happening Holidays 
School Holiday 
Programme – your go to 
guide for fun activities 
happening across the 
District this April. 

Kids can try something 
new with roller skating, 
cupcake decorating, or 
even a special rugby 
training session led by the 
Taranaki Rugby Football 
Union (TRFU). New to the 
programme this year is the 
Golden Egg Easter Hunt, 
where children aged 5 – 13 

 
Need to keep the kids busy these school holidays?

years can hop into their local 
LibraryPlus to fi nd a hidden 
golden egg and win a free 
book to take home. 

“We’ve put together a 
great mix of activities to 
suit a range of interests 
and ages. It’s a fantastic 
way to keep tamariki busy, 
active and having fun 
during the holiday break,” 
says council’s operations 
manager - property and 
facilities Johan Gray. 

Some activities require 
registrations, so be sure to 
check the programme for 
details. Bookings can be 
made at the South Taranaki 
i-SITE (inside Te Ramanui 

o Ruapūtahanga on High 
Street) or at the TSB Hub in 
Hāwera. 

Spaces are limited for 
popular events, so get in 
early and don’t miss out.

Find out more information 
at www.southtaranaki.com/
happeningholidays

   

 
 

 
 
 

Crazy cheese deals with a great selection of – 
 

 

Find us down the ONE-WAY street at 1 Bridge St, Eltham  
We are open Mon - Fri 9am to 4pm 

Johnny the Grocer & ChristineJohnny the Grocer & ChristineJohnny the Grocer & ChristineJohnny the Grocer & ChristineJohnny the Grocer & Christine NEW OWNERS

NEW PLYMOUTH
78 Courtney Street  |  06 759 9052

• Online - Deliveries /Click & Collect
• Gold Card Discounts - on Groc’s Tuesday!
• Instore Cafe!
• Fresh, Fresh, Fresh
• Fuel station on-site

We’re here to help make your shopping 
experience a great one!
COME IN & SAY HELLO!

Some of the regular services:

NZ POST, NZTA & STATIONERY 
Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 5pm 

COASTAL PRINTERS
Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 5pm 

TAYLOR DENTAL PRACTICE
Every Thursday 

LISA KEEN AUDIOLOGY
Every 2nd Wednesday

ACTIVE + PHYSIOTHERAPY
Every Monday and Thursday 

TARANAKI CHIROPRACTIC
Every Wednesday & Friday  

COUNSELLORS
Alex Jones 021 0816 3248

Karen Anderson 021 213 8513 
Robert Shaw 022 020 9779 

MATTHEWS OPTOMETRISTS
1st Thursday of every month 

TARANAKI PODIATRY
Every 2nd Wednesday of the month 

HIP
Every Monday and Tuesday

Via an appointment from the  
Opunake Medical Centre

FOOD BANK
Every Thursday 11-1pm

Permanently residing in the 

building are:

DID YOU KNOW?
Coastal Care offers for hire private,  

well-appointed room’s for mee�ngs,  

training opport�ni�es � so�ial  

gatherings.

CONTACT ARETHA LEMON
Facility Manager on 06 761 8488

OPUNAKE PHARMACY,  
OPUNAKE MEDICAL CENTRE, 
ST.JOHN AMBULANCE, 
PLUNKET & TDHB SERVICES.

or  visit  us  at  www.coastalcare.co.nz

CONTACT ARETHA LEMON
Facility Manager on 06 761 8488

For  a  full  list  of  services  & happenings here

or  visit  us  at  www.coastalcare.co.nz

Some of the regular services:

Coastal 
Care 

Sober & Drug Support 
             Group.

For people who want to live 
a sober drug free life.
No judgement, easy going
get together 7pm
every Wednesday. Held at 
CoastalCare Meeting Room.

Are pleased to  
welcome another 
Service at 
Coastalcare

Deb welcomes you to 

15 LIVINGSTON ROAD, HAWERA
Ph 027 278 5074

hello@brandysbotanicals.co.nz

BRANDY’S
B O T A N I C A L
BARN

I N D O O R  P L A N T S ,  H O M E WA R E S ,  
G I F T WA R E S  &  M O R E

Open everyday over 
Easter

10am - 4pm 

 Happening Holidays 
School Holiday Programme for April 2026
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CHURCH NOTICES

ONGOING
Movies at Everybodys Theatre in Opunake: 
Playing several days and nights each week. Refer 

What’s On Listings

Church Services - Manaia, Kaponga, 
Opunake, Pungarehu, Okata, Oakura

timetable in newspaper.
MONDAYS: The Barnabas Centre Exercise and 
Social Morning:  St. Barnabas Church Hall, 141 
Tasman
Street Opunake: Each Monday 10 am - 12:30 pm. 
Information call Jenny 027 379 6844 or Ian 027 
622 4878.
Beginners Social Dance Classes: Central School 
Hall, New Plymouth, 7pm.
TUESDAYS
Opunake Walking Group: Every Tuesday 10am. 
Meet outside Club Hotel on Havelock St. Phone 
Margaret 027 477 5600 for more info if needed, or 
just turn up.
Pungarehu Golf Club Twilight: Tee-off between 
4.30 & 6.30pm. 
Brazilian Jiu Jitsu: Adult classes, 7pm, Sinclair 
Events Centre, Opunake.
Opunake District RSA:  Meet 1st Tuesday 
of every month at 5.30pm at the Opunake Fire 
Station. Financial Members are welcome to attend.
WEDNESDAYS
Coastal Young Farmers:  Meet 2nd  Wednesday 
of every month at 7pm at Butlers Reef Bar & Cafe, 
Oakura. 
Lisa Keen Audiology at Coastal Care, Opunake: 
Wednesdays  9am - 5pm, for an appointment call 
027 591 4222 - 0800 555 676
Okato & District Historical Society open every 
Wednesday: At the Okato Community Trust Hall, 
47 Cumming St, Okato. phone Meg on 06 752 
4566. 
Opunake Embroiders Guild: Meet 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays of the month, 10.30am-3pm at the 
Opunake Business Centre, Napier St, Opunake. 
Just come along or phone Sheryl 06 761 8769.
Toi Foundation drop-in sessions: Opunake 
Library, 11am-3pm. 
Okato Community Market: In Hempton Hall, 
Okato 4pm to 5.30pm.
Free singing experience with Taranaki Sober 
and Drug Support Group:  Coastal Care Meeting 
Room, 7pm.
Harmony Chorus:  Meet every Wednesday at 

Opunake Co-operating Parish
Havelock Street, Opunake - St Pauls - every Sunday

9am: Coffee prior to service
9.30am: Service

Rahotu - Wesley - 11am first Sunday of the month

Opunake Catholic Church
St Martins, Pungarehu: Temporarily closed - no Masses

Our Lady Star of the Sea, Opunake: 10am every Sunday

Other areas
Sacred Heart, Manaia - Temporarily closed - No Masses

St Joseph's, Hawera - Every Sat at 5pm; Every Sun at 9am
St Patrick's,  Patea -  4th Sunday of month; 11.00am

St Francis de Sales, Waverley - 2nd Sunday of month; 
11.00am

St Patricks Catholic Church, Okato
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm - weekly

The Wave
Pentecostal Church 64 Domett St, Opunake

Sunday Services 10.30am
Women’s Group 10am Tuesday
Men’s Group 7pm Wednesday

Come along or contact 
Belinda Philp

027 935 6191

St. Barnabas Anglican Church 
141 Tasman St, Opunake

Sunday Services 9am
Communion 1st, 2nd, & 3rd Sunday

Prayer & Praise 4th Sunday
Every 5th Sunday all 4 churches gather for 

a Combined Service

Okato Community Church
Meets 10.30am Sunday at Hempton Hall. 

Everyone welcome

St Patricks Catholic Church, Kaponga
Sunday Mass 8.45am.

Thursday Mass 10.00am (subject to change).

St John’s Community Church. Kaponga
Cnr West and Egmont Streets. 

Sunday Services 10.30am followed by morning tea

Manaia Union Fellowship
  Terou St. Manaia. 

Meet 10am every 3rd Sunday of the month with communion

Friend & Fellowhip Group 
Thursdays @ Manaia

Support our Faith and support each other with Prayer 
and Bible study 

Encouraging interactive discussion and Praise 
All are welcome   

We would love it if you could come
Rodney & Val 274 8550 or 0272384187 

St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church
90 Regan St., Stratford, 

9:00am Sunday: Breakfast and Study 
10:30am:  Breakfast is followed by "Coming Together 

Worship Service" 
Thursday: Study Group at 2 pm at 96b Brecon Rd., 

Stratford. 
Contact Rev. John Mattock 027 2039799

Methodist Church Hawera 
Regent Street 10am, 2nd and 4th Sundays each month

Okato Co-operating Parish
St. James, Oakura – Sunday Service every Sunday, 

10.00am
St. Paul’s, Okato – 1st and 2nd Sundays –Worship Service; 

3rd Sunday – Communion Service and 4th Sunday at 
7.00pm

St. Paul’s, Okato – Open church for silent reflection, Pew for 
You, every 3rd Wednesday of each month, 

4.30pm-5.30pm

Manaia Community Church part of the Global Anglicans 
Robert Gibson Hall , Manaia

1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays at 10 am
3rd Sunday Family Service at 4pm with shared meal to 

follow
Contact: Rev Phil Woodmass  027 424 8318

Inglewood Mamaku Centre, 7-9.30 pm Phone 
Helen 021 296 0700.
THURSDAYS
Egmont Euchre Club: Every Thursday 1pm at the 
Opunake Bowling Club. Inquiries, 06 761 8337 or 
06 761 8607.
Brazilian Jiu Jitsu: Adult classes, 7pm, Sinclair 
Events Centre, Opunake 
Taranaki Country Music Hall of Fame, Manaia: 
Running every Thursday night from 7.30pm, 11 
Surf Highway, South Road, Manaia.
FRIDAYS
Eltham Business Association Friday Markets: 
9:30am to 1pm, Carpark of Touch Point, High 
Street, Eltham.
Beginners Social Dance Classes: Oakura Hall, 
6.15pm..
Hawera Country & Variety Music Club: Held 
every 2nd & 4th Friday monthly.  Held at Hawera 
Pipe Band Hall, 89 Collins Street, Hawera @ 7pm.  
All welcome.  Supper provided. Ph 021 2622 166.
MARCH 10 TO APRIL 4
Luminous:  An exhibition by Carina McQueen. 
The Village Gallery, Eltham. 
MARCH 18 TO APRIL 28
Pink Hammer:  A production by Hawera Repertory 
Societ.y. At Repertory House.
MARCH 21 TO APRIL 8
Opunake Boat & Underwater Club Annual 
Fishing Tournament:  Opunake. See ad in the 
Feb 26 issue for details.
MARCH 26
Tumahu Hall Society AGM:  At the hall, 7pm
MARCH 27
New Plymouth Boys High School Boarding 
Open Day:  At the school. 10.30am-2pm.
GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 3
Easter Walk:  Assemble at Our Lady Star of the 
Sea Catholic Church at 8.30am. Walk starts at 
9am..
Easter Family Service:  St Pauls Church, Okato, 
10am.
APRIL 10 TO 12
Taranaki Home & Garden Show:  TSB Stadium, 
New Plymouth.
APRIL 11
Community Garden Workhop:  Manaia Maara 
Kai. 10am-2pm.
APRIL 18
Opunake District RSA AGM:  Opunake Fire 
Station, 1pm.
JUNE 13
Community Garden Workhop:  St Marys 
Community Garden, Hawera. 10am-2pm. 

OPUNAKE LIONS CLUB

Tasty Spuds
$4 kg

Agria  - perfect for baking, 
mashing, frying, roasting, 

chipping, and boiling.

Proceeds to charity

Phone Terry Mullin 027 432 2355 
or Mike Starsmore 027 522 2242
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SITUATIONS VACANT

KANE BARRETT

LIVESTOCK
CALF MILK WANTED

Any volumes - 24/7
027 4036469 | kanebarrettlivestock@outlook.com 027 4036469 | kanebarrettlivestock@outlook.com 027 4036469 | kanebarrettlivestock@outlook.com 

AB & DM SYBRANDY 
C O N T R A C T I N G 
LTD - Available Now 
- Firewood , Screened 
Topsoil & BRANDY’S 
BOTANICALS BARN- 
Indoor Plants, Home & 
Giftware, Seeds & More.  
6m3 Split Pine $480.00, 
6m3 Split Mac $600.00  
supplied & delivered 
Hawera, Normanby, Manaia 
areas - other areas may 
incur small delivery fee. 
Orders and Payment can 
be made by phoning Andy 
0274456464 or calling into 
Brandy’s Botanicals Barn- 
15 Livingston Rd Hawera.- 
WINZ Quotes, Afterpay 
& Eft-pos avaliable at the 
Barn. 

The Opunake & Coastal News is now available in 
newstands throughout Taranaki at the following locations:

Challenge Spotswood Petrol Station
The Health shop, Centre City

Westside Grille, Tukapa Street, Westown
Outside First National, Cnr Victoria and High Streets, 

Hawera

Look for the Newspaper Reading Cow on the newstands

TRADES & SERVICESPUBLIC NOTICES

SCRAP METAL - for 
all scrap metal Taranaki 
wide, give us a call. Molten 
Metals (06) 751 5367. www.
moltenmetals.co.nz.

HAWERA LAWN 
& RECYCLING

•Lawns
•Chimney
•Gutter Cleaning
FREE QUOTES
Phone Craig McGill
021 031 2411

16 Cambria St, Hawera
craig.mcgill65@gmail.com 

TO LET

23 Napier Street, Opunake

Office Rooms/ Board Room available
Long term, short term or casual basis

Building has kitchen facilities, wheelchair access, cleaning 
services and plenty of parking on Napier Street or at rear 

of building on King Street.
Inquiries to Clare Moss - Ph 06 278 4169

clare.moss@hughson.co.nz

BRAZILIAN JIU JITSU, 
Adults, Tuesday & Thursday 
7pm at Sinclair Events 
Centre.

OKATO COMMUNITY 
MARKET

Every Wednesday 
4 - 5.30pm

Hempton Hall 
Veges, Baking, Op Shop, Chocolate, 

Crafts, Books, and more

This newspaper is subject to NZ Press Coucil procedures. 
A complaint must fi rst be directed in writing within one 
month of publication to the Opunake & Coastal News email 
address. If not satisfi ed with the response , the complaint 
may be referred to the Press Council, PO Box 10879, The 
Terrace, Wellington 6143. Or use the online complaint form 
at www.presscouncil.org.nz. Please include copies of the 
article and all correspondence with the publication. 

Stevenson Calf  Rearing
MILK & COLOSTRUM WANTED

Picking up 24/7
Our tanker handles large volumes

Phone or txt: 
Mark 027 495 2897 E: markstevo@xtra.co.nz
Troy 027 469 7636 E: troystevo@gmail.com

0800 350 340

 

 

 

 
 

Opunake District RSA 
A.G.M. 

1pm, Saturday 18th April 
at Opunake Fire Station 

34 King St, Opunake 
ALL WELCOME 

Easter 2026 dates
April 1st:  Passover meal & shared meal 
from 6pm (To book a place, ring Phil 027 424 
8318 or 06 278 8187)
April 3rd: Walk of Witness from 10am
April 5th: Resurrection Sunday from 10am
All held at the Gibson Hall, Tauhiri Street, Manaia

All welcome

Easter 2026 dates

Two people needed to deliver the 
Opunake & Coastal News 

through Hawera 
Ph 06 761 7016. Ask for Rolland.

The next issue of 
the Opunake & 
Coastal News is 
due out on April 
9. Contact us on 
06 761 7016 to be 

part of it.

ELECTRICAL
OPUNAKE

Ph: Craig on 027 207 7775
craigcorriganelectrical@gmail.com

• All Cowshed Wiring
• Farm Control Systems
• Domestic Wiring
• Electrical Inspections
• Effluent System wiring

CARPETS second hand, 
large selection After 
Disaster Ltd 223 Devon St 
West, NP. Phone (06) 769 
9265 

FOR SALE
WANTED TO SWAP. 
Three brm house in Hawera 
in tidy condition for rural or 
country home. Call Anne, 
027 583 8017.

SILAGE bales available. 
Ph 027 384 4822.

Design, upgrade and repair 
overhead and underground 
power supplies

• Powerco Approved Contractor
• Network connections
• Powerline maintenance
• Vegetation control around powerlines
• Fault repair
• Specialists in rural power servicing and installation
• High voltage installation
• Street lighting design and installation
• Underground utility detection

POWER SUPPLY  
Rural & Residential

0800 877 746 
E powerworx@obertech.co.nz

Opunake Office hours:
Mon, Wed & Thurs: 9am-3pm 

Hawera & Opunake       06 278 4169

“Let’s create your business growth 
strategy together”

Your only local community accounting firm

Accounting for the future, today
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$11,995

$12,995

$18,995 

VEHICLES ARRIVING DAILY -  SEE ONSITE SPECIALS 

VISIT MERITCARS.CO.NZ

$12,995

$15,995 

$13,995 $7,995

 $13,995$19,995

2007 Mitsubishi Outlander
7 SEATER 4WD

Alloy Wheels, Driving Lights, Reversing Camera, 
Tinted Windows, Tow Bar, Roof Rack, 2.4, 

Petrol, CVT, 232kms

2017 Nissan QASHQAI TI
Dual Climate A/C, Heated Electric Leather Seats, 
Panoramic Sunroof, 360 Degree Cameras, Tinted 

Windows, Driving Lights, 2.0, Petrol, CVT, 102kms

 $21,995 

2013 Toyota AURION AT-X
Alloy Wheels, 6 Cylinder, Auto Headlights, NZ New, 

Reversing Camera, 3.5, Petrol, Auto, 15kms

2015 Toyota COROLLA GX
POPULAR NZ NEW SEDAN, CREAT BUY

Alloy Wheels, Parking sensors, Traction Control, 
Cruise Control, VVT-i, 1.8, Petrol, CVT, 159kms

2018 Holden TRAX LTZ
NZ NEW

Daytime Running Lights, Keyless Entry & Ignition, 
Roof Rails, Sun Roof, Turbo, 1.4, Petrol, Auto, 

40kms

$27,995

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
Ph 06 281 1925 • Dave Erasmus 027 934 1842
Ph 06 757 3585 • Jamie Henry  021 556 223

2015 Holden BARINA CD
LOK KM NZ NEW HATCH

Alloy Wheels, Stability Control, ABS Braking, Auto 
Headlights, Cruise Control, 1.6, Petrol, Auto, 

61kms.

2013 Toyota COROLLA GX
NZ NEW HATCH

Stability Control, Steering Wheel Controls, VVT-i, 
Cruise Control, Sports Mode, 1.8, Petrol, CVT, 

179kms

2019 Holden COMMODORE TOURER 
6 Cyl, Electric Tailgate, NZ New, Tinted Windows, 
i-Stop, Driving Lights, Tow Bar, Petrol, 3.6, Auto, 

165kms

2022 Honda Jazz CROSSTAR 
Driving Lights, Monsoons, Stability Control, Keyless 

entry & Ignition, NZ New, Tinted Windows, 1.5, 
Petrol, Auto, 21kms 

  $25,995

2015 Holden CRUZE EQUIPE 
Auto Headlights, 5 Door Hatch, Alloy Wheels, 
Electric Windows, NZ New, Auto Headlights, 
Parking Sensors, 1.8, Petrol, Auto, 53kms

2015 Holden COMMODORE VF SV6
STUNNING VF COMMODORE SV6

Half Leather Seats, RWD, Tinted Windows, Lowered,  
Daytime Running Lights, Cruise Control, NZ New, 

3.6, Petrol, Auto, 150 kms

$31,995

THIS WEEK’S SPECIAL:

2021 HYUNDAI KONA
LOW KMs, NZ NEW

Auto Headlights, Stability Control, Lane Departure, 
Parking Sensors, Reversing Camera, Sports Mode 

2.0, Petrol, CVT, 18kms

$11,995

$18,995

$27,995

2025 Suzuki Vitara JLX HYBRID
ONE OWNER - BALANCE OF FACTORY WARRANTY

Keyless Entry & Ignition, Auto Headlights & Wipers, Day-
time Running Lights, NZ New, Turbo, i-Stop, Tinted 

Windows, Petrol, 1.4, Auto, 11kms 

 $13,995

$15,995 

$31,995

$12,995

Petrol, Auto, 21kms 

  $25,995

$21,995 $7,995
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